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Historic Resource Surveys



Overview

ÅWhat is a historic resource survey? 

ÅWhat do you do with one? 

ÅWhy should I survey historic resources? 



What are historic resource surveys

ÅA systematic method by which we identify and 
document historic resources and evaluate their 
significance 

ÅDesigned to answer the question ñwhat historic 
resources exist, why are they significant, and where 
are they? 

ÅEach resource is documented with photographs, 
mapping, and description

ÅHistoric resources are districts, buildings, structures, 
sites and objects that are significant in American 
history, architecture, archaeology, engineering and 
culture. 



ÅSurvey is both a process and a product

ÅñSurveyò and ñInventoryò used interchangeably 
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Survey: the process

Å Research and Planning 

ÅDefine the purpose and scope

ÅInvestigate the historical background of the 

survey area

ÅGather information on specific properties using 

both primary and secondary sources

Å Develop a historic context 

ÅBroad pattern of historical development in a 

community or region that may be represented by 

historic resources 

ÅMost influential factor in defining the structure of a 

survey effort. 



Survey: the process

Å Identify buildings, structures, sites, objects and 
districts that are of sufficient age to be historic 
resources 

ÅField survey 

ÅPhotos and descriptive info

Å Evaluate potential resources identified in field survey

ÅUse the historic context as a framework 

ÅUse the established criteria such as National 

Register of Historic Places, California Register of 

Historical Resources, and local landmark criteria. 



Common questions

Å Funding Surveys 

ÅCLGs can apply for a CLG grant to fund a project 

ÅBuilding surveys into general plan, specific plan and 

environmental review documents

ÅñChip awayò vs. ñall in one shotò

Å Using volunteers 

Å Numerical Rating Systems 

Å Archaeology 



Survey: the product



ÅIntroduction 

ÅSurvey Methodology

ÅHistoric Context 

ÅSummary of Survey Results/Resources 

Identified

ÅBibliography

ÅEnd matter: Inventory & DPR523 forms 

Parts of the survey report



Parts of the survey report: 

Survey Methodology

Å Establishes parameters: 

ÅGeographic area

ÅPeriod of time in history 

ÅReconnaissance or 

intensive level

ÅIdentify data gaps or 

survey constraints


