
BLM Ukiah Field Office 2015 Fires
Christopher Lloyd (M.A.)

BLM Ukiah Field Office Archaeologist



BLM UKFO Fire Map 2015



Dates Fire Name BLM Acres Burned Cause Total Acres

July 22 – Aug 1 Wragg Fire 1,751 Vehicle 8,051

July 29– Aug 19 Rocky Fire 47,433 Water heater 69,438

Aug 9 – Aug 23 Jerusalem Fire 13,164 Under Investigation 25,156

Sept 12 – Sept 25 Valley Fire 1,888 Under Investigation 76,067

Total 64,236 178,712



Rocky Fire



BLM, CalFire, Yocha Dehe incident base collaboration.

BLM, CalFire, Yocha Dehe In-the-field collaboration.











Jerusalem





Valley Fire





Lesson’s Learned

• Everything is time critical
• Accessible / updated contact information
• Clear agreed upon tribal boundaries
• Pre-made maps of avoidance areas



Maps

• Large
• Easy to read
• USGS topographic map 
• PLSS (Township / Range)
• Standard map information

-north arrow, 
-scale
-legend
-date
-contact information



Post-Burn Threats to Sites

• Looting
• Weathering

– Landslides,
– Rilling
– Gullying

• Recreation



Mitigating Natural Forces

• Geotechnical fabric (prevent erosion)

• Wattles (slow water down)

• Vegetation (cover sites & funnel people away from certain areas)

• Signage (keep individuals on trails)



ES & BAR
Post Fire Monitoring, & Stabilization

• ES & BAR funding to tribes via BIA - IPAC System

• Monitoring 
– BLM,
– Tribes
– Cameras

• Patrol (BLM Law Enforcement)
• Joint Agency / Tribal Cooperation

– Lessen impacts to sites by looters.



Northern California Indian 
Development Council (NCIDC)

• Non-profit organization to help put unemployed back to 
work and help stabilize / rehabilitate public lands.

-Identified work
• Sign placement
• Trail maintenance
• Facilities / infrastructure repair
• Site stabilization / protection
• Vegetation planting



Rocky Fire Overview from Highway 20 looking south.

Cache Creek – low intensity burn.

Example of a safety zone used to protect fire-fighters.



• Thank You


