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Archaeological Survey Report Guidance 1 
 2 
Purpose and Scope: 3 
 4 
An Archaeological Survey Report (ASR) documents the results of efforts to identify archaeological 5 
properties and assess the likelihood that subsurface archaeological properties may be present in the 6 
project area. It does not evaluate sites. The ASR documents that the project proponent has made a 7 
reasonable level of effort to identify archaeological properties, commensurate with the scale and 8 
scope of the undertaking. Accordingly, the level of detail included in the ASR is highly variable. 9 
Briefly, in addition to a pedestrian survey of the project area, efforts to identify should include a 10 
records search; outreach to knowledgeable parties; review of primary and secondary sources 11 
regarding the prehistory, ethnography, history, geology, hydrology, soils; and information regarding 12 
subsurface disturbances to the project area in the last 50 years. 13 
 14 
Suggested Report Contents 15 
 16 
1. Introduction or Summary of Findings: Briefly explain the purpose and scope of the survey, 17 

regulatory context (applicable laws or regulations), any constraints to the survey effort, acreage, 18 
the number and types of identified archaeological resources and their relation to the proposed 19 
project's limits (i.e., within or adjacent).  Summarize major findings of the investigation.  A cover 20 
sheet or title page is not necessary for short letter or memo style reports.   21 

 22 
2. Project Location and Description: Concisely describe the location, nature, and scope of the 23 

proposed project and its potential to affect archaeological properties. Include vertical and 24 
horizontal extent of proposed work such as staging areas, temporary construction easements, or 25 
mitigation parcels.  Consider the potential for indirect (such as increased potential for vandalism 26 
resulting from an increase in access or visibility of resources) or cumulative effects.  Explain the 27 
regulatory context, citing relevant federal, state, and local laws and lead agencies. Attach maps of 28 
sufficient scale to understand the project. List any relevant permits or conditions.   29 

 30 
3. Professional Qualifications: Provide the size of crew, names, and general qualifications of the 31 

surveyors, including tribal monitors. The Principal Investigator should demonstrate familiarity 32 
with archaeological resources common to the region. All work under Section 106 must be done 33 
under the supervision of individuals meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 34 
Qualification Standards. There is no regulatory professional standard for work in a CEQA 35 
context, however the Society for California Archaeology has established Principal 36 
Investigator Standards that may help Agencies that have not established their own standards 37 
(https://scahome.org/about-sca/society-for-california-archaeology-professional-qualifications-for-38 
principal-investigator/).  39 
 40 

4. Prefield Research: Summarize and analyze results of appropriate background research, including 41 
CHRIS records search (search number, who performed it, and when), review of soils surveys, 42 
ethnographic studies, historic maps, and other pertinent resources. Summarize the Native 43 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) sacred lands files search results. Explain the size and 44 
scope of the records search area, which may vary depending on the environmental setting of the 45 
project area (e.g., research up and down a river rather than a half-mile diameter circle). Identify 46 
how much of the APE and surrounding areas previously has been surveyed and when.  If 47 
previously recorded sites are present within the record search area, briefly describe sites that are 48 
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within or close to the project area, or that are directly relevant for assessing the sensitivity of the 49 
project area. 50 

 51 
5. Context and Setting:  Discuss the natural and cultural environments in which the archaeological 52 

resources were created and used, reviewing existing data and literature. Demonstrate an 53 
understanding of the environment, ethnography, prehistory, and history of the project area to 54 
provide a context for the archaeological resources identified. The level of detail may vary and 55 
should be commensurate with the scale and scope of the project and with the abundance and 56 
nature of resources identified. Describe past, recent, and current land uses and conditions that 57 
may affect preservation (e.g., degree of disturbance from previous construction impacts). 58 
Conclude with a description of the types and locations and relative visibility (e.g., potential for 59 
buried sites) of resources that may be present in the survey area. 60 

 61 
6. Outreach and Consultation:  Summarize the methods and results of consultation with California 62 

Native American groups and individuals on the Native American Heritage Commission contact 63 
list or other tribal organizations. Involve historical societies, collections repositories, advocacy 64 
groups, or other potential consulting parties who have expressed interest in the project or 65 
potentially affected resources. Identify methods used to solicit input (e.g., written letters, 66 
telephone calls, face-to-face meetings) and provide dates or refer to the appended contact log. 67 
Summarize any comments, issues and/or concerns expressed relating to resources within the 68 
project area, while respecting the confidentiality of specific information. Append any 69 
documentation (copies of correspondence, logs, etc.) while respecting confidentiality. When a 70 
governmental agency has conducted tribal consultation, it may be documented separately by the 71 
Agency; however, any information that informed interpretive statements should be captured in 72 
the technical report.   73 

 74 
7. Survey Field Methods: Describe transect types and spacing, factors affecting visibility or access, 75 

actual ground disturbance, and techniques used to ensure survey coverage. Discuss techniques 76 
used to record sites and the methods used to define site limits and assess constituents. Include a 77 
survey coverage map as warranted. If cultural materials were collected, describe them and where 78 
they are curated. If no survey was performed, explain why.  79 

 80 
8. Results: Describe each archaeological site in the project area, whether previously recorded or 81 

newly identified. Describe its location relative to the project area; areal extent, depth, and density 82 
of cultural materials; type and distribution of surface features; types, distribution, and estimated 83 
quantities of cultural materials, in particular chronologically sensitive artifacts (e.g., projectile 84 
points, beads, cans, bottles); and degree of disturbance. Explain the methods employed to make 85 
the above determinations. If making chronological or functional interpretations, clearly 86 
distinguish interpretation from description and fact. If resources that were previously reported or 87 
anticipated were not found, discuss the possible environmental and cultural factors that may have 88 
hidden or destroyed those resource(s). If properties were previously recorded and/or assessed for 89 
significance with respect to the National Register or other listings, document any changed 90 
conditions and append any previous SHPO concurrence regarding National Register status or 91 
other relevant correspondence.  If the site has been disturbed, describe how disturbed and the 92 
potential for intact buried information-bearing deposits. Note fire damage, looting, flooding, etc. 93 
Photographs will aid reviewers in understanding conclusions. If human remains are encountered 94 
or are likely, consider development of a burial treatment plan as a separate deliverable. Unless a 95 
Agency has other formats or directs otherwise, record all sites on DPR 523 forms or equivalent 96 
and obtain a P-number or trinomial from the appropriate Information Center of the CHRIS.  97 
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 98 
9. Conclusion:  Summarize major findings of the investigation, including listing all archaeological 99 

sites identified within the project area. Provide any recommendations for future work as 100 
warranted. Include any regulatory agency or permit required statements. Include the following 101 
statement as appropriate: “If previously unidentified cultural materials are unearthed during 102 
construction, work should be halted in that area until a qualified archaeologist can assess the 103 
significance of the find. Additional archaeological survey will be needed if project limits are 104 
extended beyond the present survey limits.”  Reference burial laws as warranted.   105 

 106 
10. References Cited: American Antiquity style guide is encouraged. 107 

 108 
11. Maps: Depict the project footprint on vicinity maps, aerial photographs, and topographic or 109 

planimectric maps that include a north arrow and scale. Include a survey coverage map at a scale 110 
that is sufficient to document clearly the limits of the area surveyed and the spatial relationship 111 
between sites and the project area. 112 

 113 
12. Appendices: Include all site records in a confidential appendix. For previously recorded sites, all 114 

previous site records should be included, in addition to any current updates. It is not necessary to 115 
include site records for all sites identified during the records search (i.e., within the whole search 116 
radius), only for those sites that have the potential to be affected by the project or that are crucial 117 
in understanding the archaeological sensitivity of the study area.  Include correspondence in a 118 
separate appendix. Respect confidentiality when considering what to append to a report.  119 


