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Market & Octavia Survey
Mission/SOMA Survey
Richmond PRISM Survey
New Monterey Survey
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Historic surveys 
do NOT need to 
be overly technical. 

But they DO require:

Good preparation 
Good record keeping
Good camera

And sunscreen
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THE FIRST 3 RULES

#1: Know WHY you’re surveying
What is the focus? 
What are the goals?

#2: Know WHAT you’re surveying
Context statements are key
Use pre-survey surveys
Research what prior work has been done

#3: Know WHERE you’re surveying
Be sure boundaries are clearly defined
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Cost-Effective Survey  

Prepare maps ahead of time
Download block maps and 
Sanborn maps so they can be 
quickly referenced. 

Photograph everything
Record all the details you can. 
Label photos by APN

Keep a spreadsheet!
Seriously, keep a spreadsheet.
It will be your best friend.

Use technology thoughtfully
Online aerial views 
Historic map overlays 

Streamline DPR forms
Use bullet point descriptions
Assign forms by block face

Consider using GIS
Good maps are powerful tools 
for presenting survey findings
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PREPARE 
MAPS
Block Maps 
Obtain current copies
Use as field references

Sanborn Maps
Keep a folder for each series
Use the index maps!

GIS Maps
Gather data files if available
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PHOTOGRAPH EVERYTHING
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TRACK PHOTO 
NUMBERS

▪
 

Photo numbers can 
be written directly on 
block maps.  

▪
 

Save photos by APN 
number.
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KEEP A  
SPREADSHEET

Can be used to track 
almost anything  

Spreadsheets can also 
be used to make GIS 
maps. 
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USING TECHNOLOGY 
THOUGHTFULLY  

For each property:

Consult city or county data
Most county assessors have built date info. online

Check Sanborn maps
Sometimes buildings have been moved

Check aerial views
Are there rear additions or outbuildings?
Are there alterations not apparent from the street?
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Mission District

Online Aerial Maps: Rooflines
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Mission District

Online Aerial Maps: Rear Buildings
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Mission District

Online Aerial Maps: Additions & Alterations
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Google Earth / 1869 Coast Survey Map

Historic Map Overlays
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Google Earth / 1869 Coast Survey Map

Historic Map Overlays
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DPR 523 FORMS vs. 
SPREADSHEETS 

Traditional Form
Narrative descriptions

Streamlined Form
Bullet point descriptions

Survey by Spreadsheet
Spreadsheet columns = bullet points
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DPR 523 A FORMS
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SURVEY BY SPREADSHEET
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Using GIS

A Geographic Information System 
(GIS) uses computer tools to 
analyze data tied to any location 
on the earth—usually with maps. 

Good survey information will help 
you make good maps.

Good maps help others make 
good decisions. 
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Richmond PRISM Survey

 
Development 1895 -

 

1939

GIS Mapping
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Richmond PRISM Survey

 
World War II Development

GIS Mapping
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Mission Survey –

 

Level of Alterations

GIS Mapping



HISTORIC SURVEYING

Mission Survey –

 

Potential 
Historic District

GIS Mapping
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Thank you.
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