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Registration Programs

• California Historical Landmarks 
(Landmarks)

• California Points of Historical Interest 
(Points)

• California Register of Historical Resources 
(California Register)

• National Register of Historic Places 
(National Register)



California Historical Landmarks

Landmark No. 1 - Custom House, Monterey State Historic Park

• Created by Legislation in 1931

• California’s oldest registration program



What’s a Landmark?



Landmark No. 155 – Lone Star Mill
Clements

Registered:  1/11/35

Landmark No. 931 – Lodi Arch
Registered:  5/31/80

Landmark No. 1039 – Sikh Temple
Stockton

Registered:  2/6/04

Landmarks are sites, buildings, features, 
or events that are of statewide 
significance 



Landmark Criteria
• The first, last, only, or most significant of its type in the 

state or within a large geographic region

• Associated with an individual or group having a profound 
influence on the history of California

• A prototype of, or an outstanding example of, a period, 
style, architectural movement or construction or is one of 
the more notable works or the best surviving work in a 
region of a pioneer architect, designer or master builder



California Points of Historical Interest

Topanga Christian Fellowship Church
Topanga, Los Angeles County

Registered:  8/5/05



Point Criteria
• The first, last, only, or most significant of its type in the 

state or within a local geographic region (city or county)

• Associated with an individual or group having a profound 
influence on the history of California

• A prototype of, or an outstanding example of, a period, 
style, architectural movement or construction or is one of 
the more notable works or the best surviving work in a 
region of a pioneer architect, designer or master builder



Site of the First Vacaville Buddhist Church
Vacaville, Solano County

Registered August 3, 2007



California Register of Historical 
Resources

Oaklawn / Shippee House
Stockton, San Joaquin County

Registered:  5/12/05



California Register Criteria
• Criterion 1:  Event
• Criterion 2:  Person
• Criterion 3:  Design/Construction
• Criterion 4:  Information Potential
• Special Considerations:

– Moved buildings, structures or objects.
– Resources achieving significance within the last 50 years
– Reconstructed buildings



Integrity

• Location
• Design
• Setting
• Materials
• Workmanship
• Feeling
• Association Sharkey Building

Martinez, Contra Costa County
Registered:  2/3/07



National Register

• Buildings
• Structures
• Objects
• Sites
• Districts

Woman’s Club of Lodi
Registered:  5/20/88



Gamble House
Pasadena, Los Angeles County

Old Fair Oaks Bridge
Fair Oaks, Sacramento CountySS Pomona, Shipwreck

Jenner (vicinity), Mendocino County

Glassell Park Elementary School
Los Angeles, Los Angeles County

Significant in:  American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering and culture



Level of Significance

• Local
• State
• National

Coit Memorial Tower
State Level of Significance



National Register Criteria
• Criterion A:  Event
• Criterion B:  Person
• Criterion C:  Design/Construction
• Criterion D:  Information Potential
• Criteria Considerations

– A:  Religious Properties
– B:  Moved Properties
– C:  Birthplaces & Graves
– D:  Cemeteries
– E:  Reconstructed Properties
– F:  Commemorative Properties
– G:  Properties Achieving Significance Within Past 50 Years



Integrity

• Location
• Design
• Setting
• Materials
• Workmanship
• Feeling
• Association

Greenmeadow Historic District
Palo Alto, Santa Clara County



What is a Historic District?

A significant concentration, linkage, or 
continuity of sites, buildings, structures, or 
objects united historically or aesthetically by 
plan or physical development.



Characteristics of Historic Districts

• Significant within a historic context
• Registration criteria
• Retain integrity
• Defined by precise geographic boundaries
• Conveys a strong sense of past time and place
• Reflect one principle activity or several 

interrelated
• Encompass variety of resources



Pisgah Home Historic District

• Local Level of Significance

• Criterion A: Associated with
development of religious
organizations and social 
philanthropy in Los Angeles

• Areas of Significance:  
Social History
Religion 
Philosophy

• Period of Significance:
1895-1936 



Hagemann Ranch Historic District
• Local Level of Significance

• Criterion C:  Type, Period, 
Method of Construction

• Area of Significance:  
Architecture (Vernacular)

– Layout of ranch properties in  
Livermore Valley

– Common buildings:  hours, 
barns, outbuildings, tank
house

– Plank-frame construction; 
Wood-frame, post and beam 
construction

• Period of Significance 1870-
1930



Cowell Lime Works Historic District
• Local Level of Significance

• Criterion A: Important Associations with
local industry

• Area of Significance: Industry
– Relate to limestone quarrying and lime 

production 
– Industrial and ranch-related buildings,

structures, and objects
– Wood-frame and limestone masonry

construction 



Jackson Downtown Historic District
• Local level of Significance

• Criterion A: Community Development 

• Areas of Significance
– Commerce
– Politics/Government
– Social History

• Period of Significance 1857-1949



Bungalow Heaven Historic District
Waiting Keeper’s Decision

• Local Level of Significance

• Criterion C: Bungalow style of the
Arts and Crafts period

• Area of Significance: Architecture

• Period of Significance: 1888-1929

• Submitted under the Registration Requirements
of the Multiple Property documentation, 
“The Residential Architecture of Pasadena, 
California: The Influence of the Arts 

and Crafts Movement”



What is a Multiple Property 
Submission?



Multiple Property Submission (MPS)

• Facilitates registration
• Establishes significance and integrity 

criteria
• Streamlines the organization of survey data 

and research
• Provides a framework for evaluation



Components of a MPS

• Multiple Property Documentation Form
– Identifies subject
– Identified historic context(s)
– Associated property types 
– Registration requirements

• Individual Nominations



Architectural and Historic 
Resources of Point Arena, CA

• Associated Historic Contexts:
– Economic Development of Point Arena, 1859-1940
– Residential Building in Point Arena, 1859-1940
– Institutions in Point Arena, 1859-1940



Property Types

• Commercial buildings
• Wood frame constructed houses
• Schools, churches, and fraternal halls



Point Arena’s MPS Registration 
Requirements

• Residential Buildings
– Constructed between 1859-1940

• Clear examples of domestic architecture of the 
period

• Retain original form, room sized-additions only in 
the rear

• Replacements must be in kind and only have 
minor alterations that do not impact the historic 
character



Calexico, Imperial County
Listed 9/28/05

California Carnegie
Libraries MPS

Lakeport, Lake County
Waiting Keeper’s Decision

Oroville, Butte County
Listed 5/8/07



Who can nominate a property?



Anyone

Academia

Historical 
Societies

Consultants

Local Government

Property 
Owners

Volunteers

Preservationists



Can a property be listed if an 
owner objects?



Depends On:

• Program
• Ownership
• How many owners object

Properties cannot be listed over a
private owner objects



Does the nomination process 
stop if the owner objects?



Yes and No

• Landmarks and Points require written support 
from the property owner accompany the 
nomination

• National Register and California Register 
nominations can be heard by the State Historical 
Resources Commission even if a private owner 
objects to the listing.  It is possible for these 
properties to receive a determination of eligibility



Why Register a Property?



Benefits

• Fosters pride of place and appreciation of 
cultural heritage

• Maintains and enhances property values
• Establishes eligibility for federal funding 

and tax incentives 
• Provides economic and other incentives to 

promote conservation and preservation 
• Sustains or improves quality of life by 

maintaining neighborhood character





OHP Registration Unit
Patricia Ambacher, Historian
Office of Historic Preservation

(916) 653-8936
pambacher@parks.ca.gov

Cynthia Toffelmier, Historian
Office of Historic Preservation

(916) 653-5789
ctoffelmier@parks.ca.gov
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