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Tune Up Your Historic Preservation Program 
A Workshop for Historic Preservation Commissioners, Staff and the Interested  
Community  

One of the most critical documents for a local government is its historic preservation ordinance.  A good 
ordinance defines what the goals of the community’s preservation efforts are and what methods are used to 
promote and manage those goals.  Your preservation program is as good as your ordinance. 

Staff from the State Office of Historic Preservation will introduce Drafting Historic Preservation Ordi-
nances:  A Manual for California’s Local Governments, the recently completed historic preservation 
ordinance manual.  The new manual presents a menu of choices your community might want to include in a 
new or revised ordinance.  It avoids a “model ordinance” approach, recognizing that the same approach 
does not work for all local governments.   

Participants are requested to read their own ordinances before the workshop and to bring a copy 
along with them that day.  At the workshop participants will have the opportunity to diagnose their ordi-
nances and take some recommendations for a tune-up back to their local communities. 

 

Using The California Historical Building Code 
Making the Most of What You Have:   Saving History, Saving Money 

The State Historical Building Code (SHBC) is one of the most effective tools for preserving historic buildings 
in California.  The intent of the State Historical Building Code is to protect California’s architectural heritage 
by offering an alternative code to address the unique construction problems inherent in historic environ-
ments.   

This workshop will present the important provisions of the code, the differences between the SHBC and the 
California Building Code and how the alternatives allowed under the SHBC have been successfully applied.  
Case studies led by project architects will be used throughout the presentations.  Participants will learn how 
to identify qualified historic buildings and their character-defining features, plus a process for applying alter-
native standards that preserve historic buildings while meeting life-safety mandates.    

 

Access to Historic Buildings:  The Universal Design Approach 
Solutions for Preserving Historic Buildings & Achieving Access  

Historic buildings present challenges to designers and code officials seeking compliance with accessibility 
standards.  Using the universal design principles as a framework for design problem solving, this workshop 
will provide information on the laws and standards governing accessibility to historic buildings, including the 
State Historical Building Code and the California Building Code, and how they are applied to achieve access 
to buildings and services for the widest range of people. 

Presentation from the staff from the Division of the State Architect, Office of Universal Design will focus on 
the law and codes governing accessibility and the application of universal design principals.  Case studies 
and interactive activities will illustrate how universal access can be achieved through the use of the alterna-
tive standards allowed in the California Historical Building Code.  

Who should attend:  building department staff, developers, planning staff, commission members, 

public policymakers, preservation and neighborhood groups, redevelopment agencies, architects and design 
professionals, community development experts, and elected officials and decision makers. 

For more information, visit the CPF website at:  www.californiapreservation.org 

The California Preservation  
Foundation  
and the   
State Office of Historic  
Preservation 
 

2005 Workshop Series 
Modesto 
The Great Valley Center 
    

The State Office of Historic Preservation in cooperation with 
the Great Valley Center and the California Preservation 
Foundation 

Tune Up Your Historic  
Preservation Program 

Monday, February 14 
9:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 

 
The California Preservation Foundation, 
State Office of Historic Preservation and the California 
General Services, Division of the State Architect  

Using The California  
Historical Building Code 
Tuesday, February 15  
9:00 AM – 4:30 PM 

 

Access to Historic Buildings:  
The Universal Design Approach 
Wednesday, February 16 
9:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
Workshop location: 

The Great Valley Center  
201 Needham Street 

Modesto CA  95354 

 
 

The California Preservation Foundation (CPF) is the 

only statewide nonprofit historic preservation 

education and advocacy membership organization 

in California.  CPF serves as an essential link in the 

state’s historic preservation network, and empha-

sizes the educational programs, advocacy and 

information exchange through a quarterly newslet-

ter, the Preservation Design Awards, the Annual 

California Preservation Conference, workshops 

and publications addressing critical preservation 

issues. 

 

The mission of the Office of Historic Preservation 

and the State Historical Resources Commission, in 

partnership with the people of California and gov-

ernmental agencies, is to preserve and enhance 

California’s irreplaceable historic heritage as a 

matter of public interest so that its vital legacy of 

cultural, educational, recreational, aesthetic, eco-

nomic, social, and environmental benefits will be 

maintained and enriched for present and future 

generations. 

The Great Valley Center 
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