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HISTORIC RESOURCE?



What is a Historic Context?

Built Environment

History

Describes significant aspects and broad patterns

of an area’s history and 

 cultural development.
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RECONNAISSANCE
Develop historic overview
INTENSIVE
Develop historic contexts for neighborhoods and potential districts 
Identify the significant patterns, groups, or significant persons that individual historic properties represent�Multiple contexts together provide a comprehensive basis for identification, evaluation, registration, treatment and planning purposes 




SOI Preservation Planning Standards

Standard I: Establishes Historic 
Contexts

Standard II: Uses Contexts To Develop 
Preservation Goals And Priorities

Standard III:  Preservation Planning Is 
One Element Of Larger Planning 
Processes

SOI (Secretary of the Interior)



Preservation Planning 
 Establishes Historic Contexts

“The development of historic contexts is the foundation for 

 decisions about identification, evaluation, registration and 

 treatment of historic properties”



SOI Identification Standards

Standard I: Identification of Historic 
Properties Is Undertaken to the Degree 
Required To Make Decisions

Standard II: Results of Identification 
Activities Are Integrated Into the 
Preservation Planning Process

Standard III:  Identification Activities Include 
Explicit Procedures for Record-Keeping 
and Information Distribution



SOI Evaluation Standards

Standard I: Evaluation of the Significance 
of Historic Properties Uses Established 
Criteria

Standard II: Evaluation of Significance 
Applies the Criteria Within Historic 
Contexts

Standard III:  Evaluation Results in A List or 
Inventory of Significant Properties That Is 
Consulted In Assigning Registration and 
Treatment Priorities



“The use of historic contexts in organizing 

 
major preservation activities ensures that 

 
those activities result in the preservation 

 
of the wide variety of properties that 

 
represent our history, rather than only a 

 
small, biased sample of properties.”





Tell the stories that explain 

how,

when, and 

why

the built environment 

 developed or looks the  

 way it does.

Historic Contexts



Historic Context Development

•
 

Variety of Scales
–

 
District

–

 
Planning Area

–

 
Citywide

–

 
Regional

–

 
State

–

 
National

•
 

Level of detail depends 
 on scale and intended 

 uses



•
 

Thematic Approach:
–

 

Economic, Political, Social 

 History

–

 

Person or groups that influence 

 character of area

–

 

Architectural styles, building 

 types, materials, methods of 

 construction

•
 

Geographic Approach
–

 

Nation, State, Region, City, 

 Community, Neighborhood

•
 

Chronological Approach:
–

 

Prehistoric or Historic period



HISTORIC CONTEXTS

•
 

Synthesize
 information

•
 

Identify
 

important 
 historical patterns, 
 events, people, 

 groups, 
 architectural types 

 styles or types and 
 cultural values.
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Identify expected property types and important trends.



Identify
 

the 
 property types* 

 and locational
 patterns which 

 represent 
 important 
 historic 

 patterns, 
 events, people 

 or groups.

*Groupings of 
individual properties 
based on shared 
physical or associative 
characteristics



Identify
 

characteristics each property type needs 
 to represent the property type within the context.



Define
 

eligibility and integrity thresholds.

Eligibility requirements:

Clear examples of 
domestic architecture of 
the period

Retain original form, 
room sized‐additions only 
in the rear

Replacement of 
materials must be in kind 
and only have 

Minor alterations that do 
not impact the historic 
character are acceptable

Context: Residential Buildings 

 in Point Arena, 1859‐1940

Property Type: Houses –

 Period of Stability 1880‐1940



HISTORIC CONTEXTS also
•

 
Permit

 
identification, evaluation, and 

 treatment of resources even in 

 absence of complete knowledge of 

 individual properties.
•

 
Facilitate

 
better understanding of the 

 relative importance of resources for 

 initial study as well as planning 

 purposes.

•

 
Identify

 
additional Information Needs

•

 
Recommend

 
Preservation Goals and 

 Strategies

•

 
Evolve

 
as additional information is 

 acquired



CONTEXTS

For decisions about identification, evaluation, 
 registration and treatment of historic properties



For More Information:

•
 
California State Office of Historic Preservation

 Historic Contexts and Surveys 
•

 
Archeology and Historic Preservation: Secretary of the 

 Interior's Standards and Guidelines
 

for Planning, 
 Identification, Evaluation, and Documentation of 
 Historic Resources

•
 
“How to Complete the National Register Multiple 

 Property Documentation Form”
 

National Register 
 Bulletin

 
#16 B.

•
 
“Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation 

 Planning,”
 

National Register Bulletin 24.

http://www.ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=23317
http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/arch_stnds_0.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/arch_stnds_0.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb16b/
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb16b/
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb24/
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb24/
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