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1. Name of Property

Historic name: Sperry Flour Company Vallejo MgIHistoric District

Other names/site number: Starr Mills; General MillsInc. Sperry DivisionVallejo; General
Mills Vallejo Mills

Name of related multiple property listing
N/A

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

2. Location

Street & number:_800 Derr Avenue
City or town:_Vallejo _ State:_CA County:_Solano
Not For Publication Vicinity:

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this___nomination ___ request for determination of eligiby meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property  meets ___ does not meehe National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

national statewide local
Applicable National Register Criteria

A B C D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
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In my opinion, the property meets ___ does ot meet the National Register criteria.,

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agencyureau
or Tribal Government

4. National Park ServiceCertification

| hereby certify that this property is:

___entered in the National Register

__determined eligible for thNational Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register
___removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.

Private:

Publici Local X
Publici State X
Publici Federal

Category of Property
(Check onlyonebox.)

Building(s)

District X

Site

Structure

Object
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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed ras@es in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
10 4 buildings
sites
2 structures
objects
12 4 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

AGRICULTURE/processindlour mill, storagegrain elevatorwarehouse, feed
warehouse

COMMERCE/storagavarehousgbusinessmill office

TRANSPORTATIONvaterrelatedwharf, rail-relatedrail lines roadrelated company
garage

INDUSTRY/manufacturing facilityflour mill, industrialstoragegrain elevator,
warehouse, feed warehouse

DOMESTIC/single residence

Current Functions
(Enter categues from instructions.)
VACANT/NOT IN USE
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
OTHER- Industrial
LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™M CENTURY REVIVALS | Beaux Arts
LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTSI
Craftsman/First Bay Tradition_

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)

Principal exterior materials of the property

Foundations: concrete

Walls: Reinforced concrete, brick, wood shingle, corrugated metal,
Roofs:  Tar and gravel, corrugated metal, asphalt dhing

Other:  Fiberglass, rolled steekood,heavy timberprick, terra cotta

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearandeconditiorof the property.Describe
contributing and noncontributing resourdeapplicable Begin with a summary paragraphthat
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its |dyagostyle,
method of constructiorsetting, size, and significant featureglicate whether the property has
historic integrity)

Summary Paragraph

The Sperry FVaaorMilolooged atyhé sastern shoreline of the Mare Island
Strait (Napa River) near its confluence with the Carquinez @mditSan Pablo Bayheroughly
30-acre flour mill sfe is directly east across thear from the former Mare Island Naval

Shipyard (MINSY) and west fouthVallejo, California. The hilly neighborhood around Sperry
Mill is primarily residential with multi-building apartment complexes and sintdenily

dwellings to the eastf the historic districtThere are areas of opbrushto the north and south

of the Sperry Mill along the shoreline, and just across the water the disused naval base and
industrial $ipbuilding facility at MINSY. The historic district itHenas 12 contributing and}
noncontributing resources includingsdharf, Ma n a g e r 0 s, AdRrenistratibe and e
Laboratory BuildingBarn, Company @ageMill and Warehouse Building, Feed Wareheus
Grain Hevatorrail lines, bulk housesand several small outbuildings. The industrial milling area
with its large flourproduction warehouseandgrainstorage buildings is located on the paved
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portion of the site near the shoreline, while the dorodstildingsassociated with the midlre
slightly removed atop a hill to the eaShe domestic buildings are sitedamoreopenarea of
trees and grassvhere only the driveway is pavebheimportantbuildings in the industrial area
are constructed atinforced concrete, some widecorative features executed in concrete and
brick cladding One large grain storage structure is steel frame with asbestos claidung.
industrial buildingdeature steel sash, glass block, or fiberglgisslows. The housand garage
are wood frame construction with woshlinglecladding There are small ancillary buildings in
boththe domestic and industrial aredad incorrugated metallhe district maintains
exceptional integrity of location, design, setting, matenatskmanship, feeling, and
association.

Narrative Description

Site Overview

I n 1869, Captain Abraham Dubois Starr establi
Extenson of the California Pacific Railrog@vhich eventually became the Southern Pacific

Railroad)to the vicinity made the strategic locatiajacent to the Carquinez Straiten more

attractive. By water, the site was connected to the San Francisco Bal as tiveSacramento

San Joaquin Delta, providing an ability to sh
anywhere in thevorld. The railroad was connected to the grebkt&. railnetwork, opening the

U.S. market. Starr constructed a dock, flonifl, and warehousé.

By the 1880s, Starr Mills was the largest commercial mill on the West Coast. George

Washington McNear purchased the property in 1895, renaming it for his Port Costa Milling
Company.The originalhouse for the plant superintendargsconstric t ed under McNear
managemertty 1901, although it was smaller than its present féxrgarage and barn were also

built near the house about the same time.

Sperry Flour Company bought the site in 1910 and began a program of modern&aeion.
installed amarine lego convey grain from shigs 1914, anduilt a whartside grain elevatdo
the south of the original mibbetween 1910 and 1916. A devastating fire in 1916 destroyed the
warehouseln order to continue production after the fireg8p hired engineer Maurice Couchot
to design a complex of new mill buildings: a monumental grain elevator with sixty silos, an
eightstory mill, and a twestory warehouse connected to the mxecuted in reinforced concrete
in1917accor di ng innovatiCediteredistart lBudding specificationa.conveyor
bridge connected thgrain elevatowith the adjacent new mill and the old whaifle mill

(which remained in useThe following yearthe company built a twetoryoffice building with
labordaory anda garage for company vehiclesing the same designebsiilders and materials.
The 1901 Madermgwas aisemodeled with wood shingle siding into its present
First Bay Tradition fornduring this period

1 James E. Kern and \é&idl Naval and Historical MuseuMallejg Charlesta, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2005, 29;
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General Millspurchased Sperfiylour Companyn 1929 and the Vallejo plant became part of
the Sperry Division of General Mills, Iné catastrophic fire in 1934 destroyed fhist Sperry
Flour Company grain elevatoear the wharf. In 1947, the company constructe@miogmous
fan-shged feed warehousA bag factory (demolished in the early 1980s) was constructed the
same year. In 195yget another fire destroyed the old Starr Mill by the waterfront taed
company built a bulkouse for grain storaga front of thel917 mill andwarehouseAn
adjacenbulk house was added in 1965. Between the 19i80s and 1992 several ancillary
structures were built for shops or storage, along with the Mill Run Cgepyolished c2015)
Operation as a flour mill ended in 2004 and the propertypbas vacant since.

Current Conditions and Character-defining Features

The buildings and structures near the waterfront along either side of Derr Street (which enters the
site from the north and curves toward the waterfront) define the character otthie listrict.

All are associat with grairmilling operations, and were purpelseilt between 1917 antB65

for various roles BndSpatey Bk mdustralndlivp A hg 66 nc
operatios. The buildings are oriented northwastitheast to conform to the shape of tisa

the waterfron{which includes areas of fill created by the company over the.)dast

buil di ngs o | oloogonto thewmaternAltHowgh thedbaildings themselves are

arranged in a rectilinear griégXcept for the Company Garage, which is tilted slightly more
north-south to conform to the shape of the hill behind it), roads and railroad tracks curve non
orthogonally around and into buildings.

The district is dominated by its World Waeta building, although there are surviving
contributors that date from the propertyods ea
constructed in the pe$Vorld War Il era up to 1965. @nsportatiorrelated structure@he ralil

lines and wharfyvereinitially constructed during the 18691886 period ofthe r oper t y 6 s
establishmenas aflourmil The First Bay Tradition Manager 6
slightly removed from the industrial complex and the only contributing resource with- wood

frame constructio and a primarily noindustrial historic function. The four 19418 buildings

are united by their reinforced concrete construction, which was chosen for its structural strength,
availability duringthewartime steel shortagand fireproof qualities. GraiElevator and Mill

and Warehouse buildings are monumental in scale, while the Company Garage and

Administration and Laboratory Building feature modest-aral twoestory massing. The Grain

El evatordos design is wutil i ofdsrsiceapmiominencedandt s a Vv i
location near the waterfront. The Mill and Warehouse shares these qualities, but incorporates
aesthetic features including projecting corngtepped parapdtjeze, spandrals, and expressed
structural columns with decoraéi\brick facing. The much smaller Company Garage also

exemplifies a dugburpose utilitarian and aesthetic design. Administration and Laboratory,

executed in reinforced concrete with brick facing like the other buildings in the group, is far

more highly oramented than any of the other buildings in the district. The use of concrete and

fl at ar ches domardlookihgsise dfduslding teeéhmofbgy, and are paired with

details inspired by Beau&rts classicism including polychrome mosaic cartoygnejecting

cornice with floral and dentil motifjecorative water tableand classical entryway with

pediment and pilasters.
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Surviving contributors from podvorld War Il are, like the Grain Elevator, massive in scale and
utilitarian in materials andetails. The 1947 Feed Warehouse is remarkable for its size, use of
fire-resistant fiberglass along with reinforced concrete, and uniguehfgred planVith its
eleventruck bays at its north elevation, the Feed Warehouse also exemplifies the shiftcawvay
water and rail transport to trucking during the postwar pefibd.1957 and 1965 bulkhouses are
visual landmarks for their height and waterfratjacent location. Some open areas on the site
represent lost resources, most prominently the wadjeentsquarearea of fill that projectgto
the straif whichheld early mill and warehouse buildings. Other areas, such apdhebetween
the Mill and WarehousBuilding and the Feed Warehouserealtered after the Period of
Significance when they wepaved with asphalt for parking. The small open areas near the
Admini stration and Laboratory Building and th
however, represent areas that were intentionally left open or landscaped during the Period of
Significance.
Characterdefining features of the Historic District:

1 Waterfront location

1 Minimal landscaping with most areas between buildings paved

1 Site layout defined by waterfront and transportatielated infrastructure rail lines and
wharf
Industrial character
Expressed structure
Visual prominence of certain buildings due to location and massive height and scale
Variation in height and scale from one sto
Blend of utilitarian/industrial and aesthetic features
Large window openings
Reinforced concrete cetruction
Decorative features on certain buildings:

o First Bay Tradition featuresteeplypitched roof, wood shingle cladding, wood

sash windowsand domestic setting characterized by open space
0 Beaux Artsfeaturesdecorative projecting cornicespandrad, friezesglassical
entryway, ornamental cartouche, dentister tableand floral motif.
0 Stepped parapesnd brick cladding
o Blend of utilitarian and aesthetic features

= =4 =4 -8 _8_9_98_-2°

Contributing Resources
1. Rail Lines (1869 1886)
2. Wooden Wharf and Pilings (1869.886)
3. Manager 6s Residence (c1901/1917)
4. Barn (c1901)
5. Manager 6s Garage (c1901)
6. Flour Mill and Warehouse (1917)
7. Grain Elevator (1917)
8. Administration and Laboratory Building (1918)
9. Company Garage (1918)
10.Feed Warehouse (1947)
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11.0Id Bulk House (1957)
12.New BulkHouse (1965)

Noncontributing Resources
1. Forklift Repair (c1985)
2. Welding Shop (c1985)
3. Pipe Storage (c1985)
4. Bakery BulkHouse (1992)

District Integrity
Theintegrity of theSperry Flour Companyallejo Mills Historic Districtis assessed below by
assessing theeven principal aspects of integrity that affect its significance.

Location

The Historic Districtretains integrity of locatiorilhe industrial core of the site retain its original
relationship with the waterfront. Buildings remain in their historic tioce, retaining their
original spatial relationshi ps wiartdhssatiateadh e si t
buildings which are clusterdakhind the industrial area on the hillside.

Design

The Historic Dossttongly expréssd thdoagh theygnouping of four buildings

at the heart of the siteds i ndus9l8Thal <core de
buildings represent an early use of reinforced concrete construction, which was technologically
innovative during this perch Couchot demonstrated a sophisticated ability to blend the

utilitarian qualities of reinforced concrete with aesthetiealignted design, creatirmildings

that were purposbuilt to house a variety of flour production and storage activities and were

attractive as well as enormously durafilee spatial relationships between the buildings
demonstrat&perryMill 6 site planwhichwas informed by the need to move raw materials and

finished products into and out of the Historic District, prirtyaria the rail lines and wharf,

which date from t he pr op enthe girketeentd sehtwmrpostwas h me n t
additions to the Historic District (a large feed warehouse and large bulk hauesed)t into the

existing site plan, demonstratinge si t eds continuity of wuse as w
needs as new products and modes of transportation develgsgite the loss of some

resources (most notably the old Starr Mill and warehouse near the waterfront) the district retains

the ablity to convey its1917design as a flour miths well as its subsequent evolution as the

milling business changed over time

Setting

The Historic District was established as a flour mill in a rural waterfront setting, adjacent to

shipping lanes and witsufficient space for expansiodare Island Naval Shipyard was across

the strait to the west, and the areas to the south and north along the shoreline were undeveloped.
The neighborhood to the east was fiodaft devel o
postwar use as a flour and grain mill. The visible setting of theleitenated by the watednt

with Mare Islandacross the straiindeveloped areas to the north and sauttthe hill behind
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theindustrial corehas beenwirtually unalteredsince 1917, therefore the Historic District retains
integrity of setting.

Materials

The Historic District retains a high degree of integrity of materials, dvgtnict contributors

retaining most or all of their exterior historic materidtslustrial buitlings retain their

reinforced concrete, brick, asbestos, and fiberglass. There have been virtually no materials lost
onlarge grain elevators or FeedavéhouseContributors with wood elements, the Wharf and
Manager 6s Resi de n degradatnafinaterial thfodgle weatltering, avithe
wooden piers, shingles, and window sashes falling away over time. Some and doors in the
industrial core have been replaced, most significantly on the Mill and Warehouse building where
industrial sash has been remdwad openings partially infilledDespite these losses, the district
strongly conveys its historic identity as a flour mill through its materials.

Workmanship

The Historic District retains a high degree of integrity of workmanship apergsidsand styes

of constructionThe oldest industrial buildings are examples of early reinforced concrete
constructionwith decorative features (cartouche, classical entryway) that demonstrate high levels
ofmasteryThe Manager s Resi dencmplebfthe RrstBdye s ame er
Tradition, a style that relied on wodichme construction as well as wood cladding and windows

The buildings constructed after 1947 demonstrate postwar workmanship in reinforced concrete,
fiberglass, and asbestdde periods of wonkanshipexhibited in these buildingsxpress the

span of the sitebds industrial heritage.

Feeling

The Historic District strongly evokes the feeling of a historic flour rittle oldest surviving

resources (wharf and rail lines) alongside the World Waa baed postWorld War Il buildings
express the siteds historiThef Hncttioan carDd sdeaVv e

of |l ocation, design, setting, mat erthemdofs, and
flour milling.
Association

The Historic District retains integrity of association as a flour tidperated nearly
continuously as a flour and grain mill from 1869 until its closure in 2004#tributing resources
on the site are associated with its earliest development assigibaequent important periods of
change and expansion that marked its history through the late twentieth century.

Resource Descriptions

All resources located within the boundaries of the Sperry Flour Company Historic District are
described in the followig narrative, which is organized accordingémtributing and non
contributing status and then by date.

HISTORIC DISTRICT CO NTRIBUTORS

District contributorsvere all constructed et ween 1869 and 1965, dur i ng
active use as a flounill. Althoughmosthave been altered to some degree over the decades, as
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described below, each contributing resource retains sufficient integrity to convey historic
significance.

Rail Lines (18691 1886)

Physical Description

Railroad tracks enter thetsifrom the north along the west side of Derr Street. The tradksh
connected the flour mill to the U.S. rail netwobkanch in three directions within the site,

running toward and around buildings and terminating on the wharf. Most sections dfavack
concrete or asphalt infill covering wood railroad ties.

Historic Use

The site was chosen for development of a flour mill because of its strategic location adjacent to
the waterfront and railroad, which was extended to the vicinity in TB&9rail caxnection was

a crucial way for the Starr and its successor Sperry Mill to ship raw materials into the site and
transport its finished products to California and the large U.S. maitketmportance of the rail

line is graphically illustrated in historichptos of the site, all of which feature multiple rail cars
through the 1970Sperry Flour Company installed additional spur lines in 1920 to handle
increased volmes of flour shipment due to the increased volume of flour sold during World War
|. The railloadremainedcrucial for shipping grain into th@ostWorld War Il period as

evidenced by the careful siting of the 1947 Feed Warehouse (itself-&anagdort oriented

building witheleventruck bays) around the rail lines that curve through the site.

Integrity

Concrete and asphalt infilbss of some sections of traand thedecline of the larger rail
networkhavepartially compromised integrity of design, workmanship, and mateTihés.
heavily-used rolled steel rails themselves are likely to haea bbeplaced in kind several times

over a century of industrial usd8ut thelinesremain inor very close tdhe branching alignment
that was established by 1886, and current buildings were constructed to conform to that
alignment. Themportance of theail lines to the function of the flour mill and thelationship
between the tracks and other structures on the site is clearly visible, therefore the railroad tracks
retain the ability to convey their historic significance and retain integrity.

Wooden Wharf and Pilings (1869- 1889

Physical Description

The wharf and pilings are | ocated at the hist
Island Strait. A section of wharf with horizontal boards atop treated wood pilings projects into
the strait fom the southern tip of the rectangular promontory that held the original mill
buildings. It is roughly 100ong and 60wide and features the remnants of railroad tracks that
once ended on the wharf. There are wharf pilings along the entire lengthlyrdg@h of the
promontory to the northwest of the wharf. A roughlyWfdle walkway topped with horizontal
boards stretches from wharf along the western edge of the pilings. The walkway boards have
fallen away completely in several areas.

Historic Use

The southernmost section of the wharf dates from c{iB&%5tarr Mill erg. Most of the pilings
were installed in 1919 when the wharf was expanded by the Sperry Flour Company, although
some may date from the propéggarliestuse as a flour mill prior tthe construction of the

1889 wharf. The wharf was used to transport bulk grain to the mill as well as flour and other
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finished products to mar ket for Thepaset of t he p
particularly significant because tisdarf/pilingsand rail lines are thenly pars of the historic
district that retains associations to the nineteenth century use of the property as a flour mill as
well as to the Sperrgnd General Milleras.

Integrity

Despite their poor condition, tiveharf and gdings retain sufficient integrity to qualify as
contributors to the historic district. A significant amount of decking material has been lost,
partially compromising integrity of design, workmanship, and materials. However, the simple
structure retainsstimportant location and settihgtween the water and industrial sitae
importance of the wharf and pilings to the function of the flour mill andelagionship between
thewaterrelated featureand other structures on the site is clearly visiatel thereforethe

wharf and pilings retaienough historic fabric to clearly conveheir historic significance.

Manager 6s Res1901#1819)e ( bef or e

The Manager6s House is |l ocated on the brow of
near thevaterfront. The twestory woodframe building is an example ofvarnacularFirst Bay
Tradition house. Its compound plan reflects multiple additions over its many decades of use as a
residence for mill managers. Its steepliched multigabled roof iaphaltshingle. It is clad in

wood shingles. Fenestration includes tall twe@erone and shorter oreverone wood sash.

Glazing is missing from several window sashes. There are large vents at east and west gable
ends. The south elevation features a seaboiy balcony and a tall brick exterior chimney on

the south elevation.

Historic Use

The house was built as th&antsuperintende t r@ssdence during the early years of the
propertyds u fltésprasent @an 1901 Saoborn Muepd but a sgaled house is

visible on the earliest photos of the site so it is likely to have been constructed during the late
nineteenth centurylj continued is use as a residence for fleaill manages and their families

well into thesecond half of thewentigh century.The building exemplifies the on@®mmon

practice of housing employees and managers on or near industrial sites, which declined in the
second half of the twentieth century as the ubiquity of the private car allowed managers to move
away from nesy industrial sites.

Integrity

Additions to the buildindprought it to its present footprint between 1901 and 1908.g&

claddingwas added about 191M.inor alterations erformed between 1917 and 1956rea

function ofits ongoing use as a residertbat supportethe main purpose of themdustrial flour
production facility. Deterioration of the building since the mill closed in 2004 (such missing
glazing and window sashes) has partially compromised integrity of design, materials, and
workmanship. Howver, the buildingetains its location including its spatial relationship to the
industrial site, is easily recognizable as a First Bay Tradition dwelling, and is able to convey its
hi storic function as a dwel | irredg ofrcer tthhee Malncauwre
Residence retains integrity.

Barn (c1901)

The Barn is located roughly 10dor t h of t he Manager 6s Resi dence
waterfront and industrial core of the historic district than any of the other buildings on thie site.
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is a simple vernacular building, and is rectangular in plan and wood frame construction with
corrugated metal cladding. Its primary roof is gabled, with a partially collapsed shed roof
addition on its east elevation. The east elevation is partiallyirchagttical wood boards. There

are small nearhgquare window openings at the gable ends and on all but the east elevation.
Several have fodlight wood sash that appear to be salvagesh doublehung windowsbut

have been installed as separate fixeddows. The size of the openings varies, and several lack
glazing. There are two wooden doors on the south elevation.

Historic Use

The buildingds proximity to the Manager ds Res
of the pl antitd fermsumgestsghatrthe prigimahude may have been to house
animals or equipment used in a kitchen garden on the\sitdocumentary evidence about the
buildings origins or use hdeen uncovered, but it exemplifies the practice of housing employees
onindustrial sites and the typical domestic selfficiency of an era when vegetabtesl

possibly other foodor the family table would have been cultivated on site.

Significance and Integrity

Roof collapse, missing windows, and alteratioredudingreplacement of original wood siding

with corrugated metal and apparent installation of salvaged windows have resuledtiala

loss of integrity of design, materialdworkmanshipHowever, the buildingetains its

location including its spatial relatighip toto the other domestic buildings and thdustrial
site,andis able to convey its historic function as a barn. Therefore the Barn retains integrity

Manager 6s Garage (cl1901)

The small Manager 6s Gar age i @ gle®aSidence.dihebet ween
wood-frame building is rectangular in plan with flat roof and shingle cladding. Two large

openings for vehicle access lack doors. The building is nearly engulfed in vegetation, so

visibility is limited.

Historic use

The buildingg s f d locatiomsuggest thatwas used for storage ofthe R nt Manager 0s
personal vehicle, but no documentary evidence has been uncovered to reveal its historic use.
originally exhibited an tshaped plan but was altered to its present rectangular formdhtioe

middle of the twentieth centuriiowever, this change occurred within the period of significance,
allowing the building to contribute to the character of the cluster of domestic buildings that
exemplify the practi ce iesbnahiodudrialsitg. pl ant manag
Significance and Integrity

Missing doors have resulted irpartialloss of integrity of design, materiaEmdworkmanship

However, the buildingetains its location including its spatial relationship to the other domestic
buildings and the industrial site, and is able to convey its historic function as a residential garage.
Therefore thdMa n a g e r OrstainG mtegaty. e

Flour Mill and Warehouse (1917)

Physical Description

The Flour Mill and Warehouse building is locate@mntine center of the historic district between
the Grain Elevator and bulk houses. It is rectangular in plan with a flat roof on which large
mechanical units have been installed. There is a simple decorative stepped parapet with plain
frieze. The twestorywarehouse section is 3306ng and 100wide, while the eighstory mill is
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150 long, 54 wide, and 12thigh. Expressed structural columns of reinforced concrete divide

the building into bays, which are infilled with brickad spandrals dividing largeindows. The

spaces between spandrals and columns were originally completely filled with raligtiplsteel
industrial sash in order to provide light to the interior, but most windows have been replaced
with smaller glass block or metal sash windows, @pehings partially infilled with brickr

concrete masonry unit$here are loading docks across most of the southwest elevation, and
modern loading bays have been added near the southwest corner. There is a metal shed awning
projecting from the secondasy near the center of the building.

Historic Use

The building was designed by Maurice C. Couchot and constructed in 1917 for use as a flour
mill and warehouse. An early example of a reinforcedcrete industrial building, it was

considered a statef-the-art facility at the time of its construction for its technologically

innovative fireproof materials, lab@aving mechanical devices, andtopdate attention to
cleanliness. The eigtstory mill section of the building was designed so that a differehbpa

the operation would be performed on each floor. Storage and shipping were on the ground floor.
The second floor wadevoted tdlour packing. Elevator boots and line shafting were on the third
floor, with rolls on the fourth. The fifth floor was prarily devoted to spouting. There were

twenty purifiers on the sixth floor, and the seventh floor had square sifters. The top floor had
elevator heads and dust collectors, with a cleaning department separated from the other
departments at the northenddoh e bui | di ng. The buprdgessivegds des:
employee amenitiameant to contribute taworkerwell-being: private toilets in every

department, wash rooms, and showfeFaere was also a plan for a tennis court and garden on

the roof and hotographs from the mi#i930s suggest that the garden was installed and
maintained foat leasttwo decadeSper r y F | o wallejogdvlisgoaed yn 2094.

Integrity

Integrity of design, materials, and workmanship has been partially compromisesl by th
alterations to the windows. The building retains its strategic waterside location, original
expressed reinforced concrete columns, massive size and stepped height reflecting its industrial
uses for flour production and storagend decorative featurescinding stepped parapet and

brick cladding. The Flour Mill and Warehouse retains the ability to convey its original
significance.

Grain Elevator (1917-18)

The massive Grain Elevator structure is located immediately adjacent to the Flour Mill and
Warehousduilding to the northeast. Constructed of reinforced concrete, it ISdB3t&f) 50" wide

and 112high, with 60 large cylindrical storage silos adjacent to one another-Aftab f ed Tfihe ac
houseo (where the el evat or heatleahthensdos,gndwas | oc a
features metal industrial sash windows in which original operable awning sections have been
replaced with horizontal sliders. A flabofed conveyor housing building is situated atop the

elevators. Slightly narrower than the sildggatures a combination of replacement horizontal

aluminum sliders and original multipleght steel industrial sash. There are metal handrails

around the edge of both head house and conveyor housing roofs.

Historic Use
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The Grain Elevator was begun byabDonald Engineering and the addition designed by Maurice
C. Couchot. Construction was completed @183 Grain Elevators allowed for the efficient
storage and gravitpowered distribution of bulk grain, which was somewhat innovative on the
West Coast ahe time of constructiorthe enormous size of this building was instrumental in
the massive increase in productivity Sperry was able to achieve at the Vallejo plant after its
completion.

Integrity

Replacement of some windows at the top of the massive gfi@iage structure constitutes a
minor alteration, and the buildiftas had no other known alterations. The Grain Elevator retains
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, wogkship, feeling and association and an
excellent ability to conveys historic function.

Administration and Laboratory Building (1918)

The Administration Building is located only about #®the northwest of the Grain Elevator
Building. The roughly 6x 40 two-story building is dwarfed by the massive industrial struect

The Administration Building is rectangular in plan, and constructed of reinforced concrete with
brick cladding. Its flat roof features a decorative stepped parapet with coping. A decorative
cartouche with the Sperry GtédonunmosaiCadonms thecerdes | o0 g
of the parapet. Iteerra cotteframe is topped with a relief nautical bollard. A highly ornamented
projecting cornice featuring a projecting floral motif and subtle dentils wraps around three sides
of the building. Flat cocrete arches form five bays on the main facade, each with sets of metal
replacement windows on upper and lower floor. The centered main entryway is elaborated with
classical motifs: pediment, projecting cornice, and pilasters. The original door hagpleersd

with an aluminum frame fully glazed door and sidelight. A decorative s@mneciete water

table wraps around three sides of the building. Side elevations have cflatastehes and
fenestration pattern identical to the main fagade with thteer¢han ive bays, and some
windowsinfilled with brick. Main facade entryway and windows have modern awnings. The
fenestration pattern is carried around to the rear elevation, which lacks the decorative features of
front and sides including parapet, oime, and flatarch bays. Electrical conduits have been
installed on the rear facade, and there is a small sstglg projecting addition of concrete
masonry units that houses mechanical equipment.

Historic Use

The building was used as administrativaae$ and a laboratory by the logdhntmanagers

who worked fothe Sperry Flour Company and then General Mitter it purchased the site in
1929. Business tites were located on the first floor, while the laboratgugtairs was where

t he ¢ o mpmistsyestasd the protein content of flour and performed other measures of
product quality as well as developing potential new products.

Integrity
Replacement of original woeshsh casement windows has partially compromised integrity of
design, materiaAlg nd wor kmanship. The buil dingds i mport

parapet, cornice with cartouche, classical entryway, water table, and brick cladding have
survived, as has its characteristic reinforced concrete construtitocation and relatiwship to
the other buildings on the site are intact, particularly the enormous Grain Elevator that looms

3Harris Allen, ed., The Architect, Published by the Architect Press, July, 1918, 149.
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above it.Thequality of survivingmaterials andts level of ornamentatiomakethe building
easily recognizable as toe-sitefi e mb | e mo o Flout Corepan$lpriag its period of
use and itretains the ability to convey its original significance.

Company Garage (1918)

The Company Garage is located about' h@@&hwest of the Administration Building. It is
roughly 75x 25 with flat roof and stpped parapet with higher sections at each end of the main
facade. It is reinforced concrete with brick cladding. Its entablature with projecting cornice,
architrave, and frieze is its primary decorative feature. The building is divided into five flat
arched garage bays. Four have metalugldoors, and the northernmost bay has been infilled
with brick. There is a personnel entry fitted with a modern metal door at the north end of the
main (west) facade, and a mllght steel sash window at the soutldefhe south elevation
featuregartially glazed metal doavith original transom.

Historic Use

The building was constructed for use as a repair shop for the cavthanchachinery used on
the site during its period of use as a flour mill.

Integrity
Themodern doors have partially compromised integrity of design, materials, and workmanship.
The buildingds i mportant features including p

have survived, as has its characteristic reinforced concrete coiostrltatetains its location and
relationship to the other buildings on the site, and its historic function is easily recogniiable.
building retains the ability to convey its original significance.

Feed Warehouse (1947)

The Feed Warehouse is locateljeaent to the waterfront about 10@rthwest of the 1917 Mill

and Warehouse and S@est of the Company Garage. It is 42,500 square feet and is constructed

of reinforced concrete with a flat roof. Fixed fiberglass windows form a clerestory around the
building. Its unique farshaped plan was designed to conform to the railroad tracks that served

the site. Each of its three elevations is different: the north has eleven openings, ten of which have
roll-up doors; the long west elevation facing the wateraslbkexcept for the clerestory, and the

east elevation curves along the railroad spur and features opeiitingsll-up doors at either

end. A covered conveyor belt connects the Feed Warehouse to the main Mill and Warehouse
Building. Mechanical equipmens housed in a metal structure atop the roof.

Historic Use

The building was added to the site to provide
feed products in the immediate p&®brid War Il era. The southern end of the building housed a
machineshop.

Integrity

The covered conveyor and mechanical housing on the roof constitute minor alterations, and the
building has no other known alterationsrédtainsintegrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association anceacellent ability to convey its historic function.

Old Bulk House (1957)

The Old BulkHouse is located in front of the main Mill and Warehouse Building. It is
approximately 60all with steel frame and asbestos cladding. It is square in plan, witraegesq
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plan projecting volume at the south under its own gable roof. There is a personnel entry with
metal door adjacent to the projection. A singlery shed roof supported by metal posts at the
west elevation shelters another entryw&png with the NewBulk House adjacent, i visually
prominent on the site due to its height and location near the waterfront.

Historic Use

The building was added to the site to provide
produds in the posiWorld War Il era

Integrity

There have been no know alterations to the Old Bulk Housetdinsintegrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association and an excellent ability to
convey its historic function.

New Bulk House (1965)

Immedately adjacent to the Old Bulk House, the New Bulk House is roughtpl8@nd square

in plan It is constructed of reinforced concrete. A ladder leads up the north elevation to the roof,
which is enclosed in a guard rdilis visually prominent on #hsite due to its heiglionly the

1917 grain elevator is talleand location near the waterfront.

Historic Use

The building was added to the site to provide
products in the post/orld War Il era Additional grain storage was needed during this period
because in order to use pneumatic conveyor systems.

Integrity

There have been no know alterations to the New Bulk Housetdinsintegrity of location,

design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling aseation and an excellent ability to

convey its historic function.

HISTORIC DISTRICT NONCONTRIBUTORS

Forklift Repair (c1985)

The small singlestory building is south of the Mill and Warehouse Building in a cluster of
ancillary buildings. It is squaiie plan with a gabled roof, and is clad in corrugated metal.
Windows are horizontal sliders. It was construaédr the Period of Significance and is
therefore a noncontributor to the Historic District.

Welding Shop (c1985)

The small singlestory buiding is immediately adjacent to the Mill and Warehouse Building in a
cluster of ancillary buildings. It has a gabled roof, metal cladding, double swinging metal doors,
and lacks fenestratioft.was constructedfter the Period of Significance and is tHiere a
noncontributor to the Historic District.

Pipe Storage (c1985)

The singlestory building is immediately adjacent to the Mill and Warehouse Building in a
cluster of ancillary buildings. It has a flat roof with moderate overhang and is constructed of
concrete masonry units. The vehicle door bay at the west elevation is enclosed with plywood
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sheetslt was constructedfter the Period of Significance and is therefore a noncontributor to the
Historic District.

Bakery Bulk House (1992)

The building is djacent to the southwest corner of the Bakery Warehouse. The reinforced

concrete building is 8@all and rectangular in plan. Its flat roof is enclosed in a guard rail.
Singlestory volumes with metal relip doors project from the north and south elevetj and

there are concrete masonry unit additions that connect the Bulk House to the adjacent warehouse.
It was constructedfter the Period of Significance and is therefore a noncontributor to the

Historic District.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register

listing.)
X A.
B.
X C.
D

Property is asociated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, avarth
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information impaitin prehistory or

history.

Criteria Considerations

( Mar k

A.

B.

Axo in all the boxes that apply.)
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

Removed from its original location

. A birthplace or grave
. A cemetery

. A recanstructed building, object, or structure

A commemorative property

. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance witinpast 50 years
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Ar eas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
INDUSTRY
COMMERCE
ARCHITECTURE
ENGINEERING

Period of Significance
19177 1965

Significant Dates
191718
1929
1947
1957
1965

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Maurice C. Couchot, Civil Engineer
W.S. Dinwiddie, Contractor
Unknown architects/builders
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Statement of Significance Summary ParagrapliProvide a summary paragraph that uads
level of significanceapplicable criterigjustification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria consideratiops.

Sperry Flour CoVallejo Mills Historic Districtis an industrial district eligible for the National

Register of Hstoric Places under Criteria A and C. The Historic District is significant under

Criterion A at the state aridcal level for its association with the development of the flour

milling industry in California andor the expansion of that industry into wabslide markets

during and after World War I. The period of significance begins in 1917 with the construction of

new mill, warehouse, and grain elevator buildings in response to the rise in demand for flour

caused by U.S. entry into the wahe period of gjnificance ends in 1965, when the

construction of the last large bulk house on the site signaled the beginning of a gradual decline in
flour production and export industyidet hat woul d | ead to Thee pl ant
Historic District is alsceligible at the local level for its architecture for the period between 1917

and 1965It possesses a significant concentration of structures connected by plan and use that

form a physical record of industrial architecture trends from World War | thrineghadstworld

War Il period.lts 1917 1918 buildings, designed by renowned structural engineer Maurice C.
Couchot and built by Dinwiddie Construction, are represent an era of technological innovation

when reinforced concrete industrial construction weiedperfected. They are also excellent
examples of Couchotodés ability to blend utilit
with aesthetic distinction in his industrial buildings.

Narrative Statement of Significance(Provide at leastne paragraph for each area of
significance.)

Background:

City of Vallejo
The original inhabitants of the Vallejo area were the Coast Miwoks and Patwin tribes that lived

there befoe the arrival of Europeans. In 1833, General Mariano Vallejo passed through the area

on his way to set up a headquarters in Sonoma on behalf of the Mexican government. As military
commander of Mexicobds northern fomnteMekiar , Val l
government in the 1830s. Rancho Suscol, which included the land on which the town of Vallejo

was built, was one of these large grants. After California became part of the United States in

1850, General Vallejo offered 156 acrelfagent tahe Carquinez Strads a site for the state
capital, and the grateful | egi sl atlJahnB. named t
Frisbie, who wa s-inte,caeanmesdioned a dulveyqr  aygoutsa town and

built a house in VallejoThe California State Legislature came to Vallejo in 1852 soon

abandoned the mostlyndeveloped town for Benicia and finally Sacramento. This emptied the
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nascent village of most of its population, but Vallejo received a more lasting government sponsor
just two years later when the U.S. Navy estdtdd its first West Coast base and eventually a

major shipyardn Mare Island. This was the start of a #2r relationship between the navy

and the town. Vallejo began to grow slowly after the arrival efrtavy, with hotels, churches, a
wharf, and a telegraph line opening in the late 1850s. Vallejo soon became a flourishing town
and incorporated in 1867.

With its strategic location on thii¢apa River and Carquinez Stra#tallejo became a center of

tradeand shippingespecially after the railroad arrived in 1860. Its perfect position at the

confluence of two major rivetand San Franciscoay made it the ideal choice for the western

terminus ofthe transcontinental railway the late nineteenth centymye town had a

population of over 8,000, and was thriving economically with the support of U.S. Naval

spending. As U.S. power began to reach overseas in the 1910s, the navy grew and so did Vallejo.
Val l ej ods Filipino c¢ommatheRhijppinesbdeasme ah Antencant h i s
territory and its citizens were allowedrmwveto the United States with few restrictions. Early
twentiethcentury Vallejo was something of a company town, where almost every family had
someone employed on Mare Islandne way or another. World War Il transformed Vallejo, as

the town tripled in population in response to the increased shipbuilding and other military
activity at Mare Island. As in other Californ
as people of all races relocated to answer the call to war work. Growth continued after the war as
the Bay Areads network of highways and bridge
commutersindustrial activity declined during the postwar period, and theeNiand base

closed in 1996.

The Flour Milling Industry in California

Flour milling was one of the first large scale industries to succeed in Calif@née gold was
discovered, the influx of people quickly strained California’'s agricultural praduatid exposed

its inability to provideenough food, particularly bread stuffs, to the miners and other settlers.
Originally flour millingwas done at small local mills with grinding stones, and had to be
transported by animal pack traifgut bythe mid-nineteentrcentury, California began to

transition from cattle ranching (hides and tallow) to a wheat empire. When disgruntled miners
left the gold fields, they found an ideal environment for raising wheat: great expanses of fertile
soil and flat terrain ambined with a climate of rainyinters and hot, dry summers. By the mid
1850s, the state's wheat output exceeded bah s u mp t i o n, sgsaamdper@tiarsi f or ni .
began to evolve into a mechanized form of agriculture quite differenttfemtitional fanily

4 Clarke, S.J. Publishing Co., History of Napa and Solano Counties, California: From the Earliest Settlement to the
Present Time. Chicagbhe S.J. ClarkeiBlishing Co., 1926, p. 8182; Hunt, Marguerite. History of Solano County,
California. Chicago, The S. J. Clarke Publishing Co;, Ar@2fry, Thomas Jefferson. History of Solano and Napa
Counties, California, with Biographical Sketabiethe Leading Men and Women of the Counties Who Have Been
Identified with Its Growth and Development from the Early Days to the Present Time. Napa County, California,
Historic Record Company, 1912, p. 90.

5Kern, James E. and Vallejo Naval and Histdvioaeum, Vallejo, Arcadia Publishit@harleston, SC, 2005, p¢ 3

5; Orpila, Mel. Filipinos in Vallejo. Arcadia Publishing, Charleston, @ ,@2® Palmer, Lyman L. History of Napa

and Lake Counties, California. Slocum, Bowen, & Company, San erat®8i; p. 8& 87.U.S. Censs Records.

Vallejo, California, 1870940.;Polk CityDirectories. Vallejo California, 181904.
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farms California grain operations were quite large by contemporary standards and extensively
employed labesaving, scaléntensiwe technologies such as gang plows, large headers, and
combined harvestefs.

Improved transportation diminished the nestiySor locating flour and grain milling operations

in close proximity to wheat fields. Specifically, the 1860s saw the construction and completion
of the transcontinental railroad and interior rail connections. Wheat growingveesasear

major riversand @mbined storage and milling operats grew up near water and rail
transportation termini. Grain was loaded on barges and scows$ carsain the interior, shipped

to ports for milling, and sent around the world on clippgrsiBy the 1880s, Célior ni a 0 s
foreign export trade included Europe, Asia, Mexico, CentraéAca, and the Pacific Islands,
setting a pattern of integration into world markets that charaete@alifornia agriculture from

that periodthrough to the twentjirst century’

Establishment oCommercial Grain Enterprises Wallejo

By the 1878 Vallejo had become a major industriaht®x because of ideep watechannels,
proximity to the San Francisco Bay ahe& Sacrament8an Joaquin Delfandthe recent
completion of theCalifornia PacificRailroad terminusThe Navy on Mare Island supported the
shipbuilding and lumber industrieshile regionalagriculture drove theelatedgrain storage
milling, and brewingndustries As early as 186,7Chicago grain elevatarapitalistG.C.
Piersontried to introduce the grain elevator system of litkageto California. Hedecided to
locate his first elevator in Vallejo at the new tidewater railroad terminus of the California
Pacific Railway.The VallejoElevator Compangrected a masve structuren 1969, the same
year Starr Mills was establishedallejo quickly becamehe leadingvheatexport port inthe
United States. However, after three years of operation the elevator sudrsideallapsed into
the mud of the Napa River shoradiin September of 1872.

Starr Millsand the Btablishment of Vallejo Mills

Although initially overshadowed by the Vallejo Elevator Company, Abraham Dubois Starr
arranged with the railroad to acquire land in Vallejo in 1869, and built a flour niliagtion

on the isthmus directly across fratiNSY with direct railroad access and marine offloading from
grain scowsThe propertythat became Spry Flour Company/allejo Mills would remain a flour

mill for 135 yearsglosing only forone fourteermonthperiod between 1924 and 1925 bed its
ultimate closure in 2004t waspurchased and further develogist by Sperry Flour Company and
finally General Mills.Flour was sacked by the mechanized grain combine in the fieldiedindred
by river sow or ral to the mill. It openedwith a production capacityf 200 barrels per day.
(Constructed on fill adjacent to a wharf, the original mill and warehouse buildings would remain in
use througtownership changes until the old buildirfgpglly burned in 1957.The mill and
warehousevereenlarged as the business developed. Starr anardiiser, who joined the

6 Alan L. Olmstead and Paul W. Rhode, "California Agriculture Dimensions and Issues, The Evolution of
California Agriculture,850-2000", University of California, 2003.

7 Ibid.

8 Ernest Wichels and Matthew Fountain, "Sperry Flour Mill", Solano Historian, Pub. Solano Historical
Society May 1982P 2024.
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business in 1870, acgent a second mill in Marysvillenfrth of Sacramentojluring the 187Qs
By the mid188Gs Starr Mills had become the largestmmercal flour milling operation on the
Pacific Coast.

In 1884, Starr embarked upon an ambitious schemefwand hi s empivarye by
larged mill in Crockett, a town located six miles to the south of Vallejo on the Contra Costa
County shorelineA financial panicswept the country in 1893 and hit Starr's empire particularly
hard. In 1893Wheatpori{Crockett)shut dowrand Starr declared bankruptdyhe Starr
Corporation owned theallejo Mills until 1895 and continued to produce more than two
thousand barrels of flour a day

Port Costa Milling Company

George Washington McNear originally devoted his business to shipping grain from a Port Costa
warehouse, one of the many grain warehouses along the Carquinez Strait. During the 1893
downturn, he apppriated as much surplus grain as possible to save his bysaneestered

the milling industry and in 189%epurchased both Wheatport and the Starr Mills in South
Vallejo, renaming them Po@ostaMillin g Company. McNear's son, Sew#odk over

managemant and implemented a few important changsintroduced a chemist to develop a
method to reducmilling emissionsThis led to the establishment of a chemical laboratory in
1908, the main functioaf which was to determine which blend of grains produise best flout?

Criterion A: Development ofSperry Flour Company Vallejo Mill s

The Sperry Flour Company

Founded as a small barkpyoducing mill inStockton in 1852 by Austin Sperry, the Sperry Flour
Company gr ew t osmbsénportarg four bnel fesdtpeodueed. Through a series

of partnerships and purchases, Sperry developed a flour and grain combine that incorporated
as the Sperry FlouCompany in 1894, a milling emplre whiéambrace[d] practically all the

flour and grain mling interess of Ca'% i forni a. o

S p e b competitive practices quickly carried the company beyond California. The Pacific
Northwest posethe first threat to the California giant when mills in Oregon and Washington
begarsignificantexports to Est Asia. In responsepmpany president Horace Dawisgan to
invest in warehouse and milling facilities in Tacoma, Washington. By 199érry Company

9 Paul N. Woolf, "A Historical Appraisal of the Flour Milling Industry ifo@ed," (Ph.D. diss., University of

California, Berkeley, 1939), chapter 3, p. 10; Walter A. Starr, "Abraham DuBois Starr: Pioneer California Miller and
Wheat Exporter,” California Historical Society Quarterly, 27 (September 1948)97980riginal fotnote, Carey

and Company, 2008'Solano Yesterdays." Vallejo Times Herald (Vallgjm)e 23, 1974, Sunday Times herald.

10 |bid.

1 Woolf, "Flour Milling Industry," chapter 8; Marguerite Hunt and Harry Lawrence Gunn, History of Solano County
and Napa Count From their Earliest Settlement to the Present Time (Chicago, 1B26),06. (Original footnote,

Carey and Company, 2008 )

2Wwoolf, "FlourMilling Industry'; "A Territory Larger than Two States," Sperry Family, 2 (Nov. 1928fGday,

Business withouBoundaries, 108.09; "A Flour Combine," Los Angeles Times, august 9, 1892, p. 1; "Closed Down,"
ibid., February 22, 1895, p. 2. (Original footnote, Carey and Company, 2008 )
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bought the Tacoma facilities outright, a merger that warranted natieadlines. Davis also
saw potential in Los Angeld®@ue of rapid population growtandSperry built a miltherein
1904. Davis acquirethe Starr Mills Company in 1918 purchas¢hat included th&/allejo Mills.

Soon after acquiring the Vallejo plant, Sperry Company began modernizing the faciliges. Th
1880sStarr Mills storage warehouse was inefficient because sacked grain had to be unloaded
manually. Grain elevatosgere in use on the Easb@st and around the Great Lakastnone had
been successfully constructed in CaliforHifter the failure & the Vallejo Elevator in 1872,

grain elevators were not used locallytil Sperry Flour introduced a whaside éevator between
1910 and 1916. Theompany constructed the festory, 83x 173'structure on an asphalt
coverediimber decljust to the sotit of the original StarMill s facility. Milled Flour continued to

be sacked and stored in the adjacent Starr Mills warehouse. Thus, Sperry Flour Mill entered
modern milling in a monumental way.

The outbreak of WW1 in 1914 and the opening of the Panamal @ensame year placed new
demands on American flour producers while also opening new access to world markets,
especiallyfor plants like Sperr§ Vallejo Mills, which waslocatedon the West Gast. As
demonstratedh a 1913 advertisement, Sperry FloumQo a n gain €xports were to east Asia,
especially China, the Philippines, and Japan. Exports to Europe were secondary and had to pass
through the Suez Canal by way of Egypt. This was a long and costly voyage which limited the
guantity offlour that couldreach EuropeThe openingf the Panama Canal allowedSJ

exporters to move goods quickly from Wesb&st production facilities to the warring powers in
Europe. This was one of the central reasons for the canal project, andBper@ompanyas

the lagest flour producer on the Wesb&st was integral in the crean of a new global food
systemfacilitatedby the canal. Sperry flour became such an iconic aspect of the war that

Belgian womerembroidered empty Sperry mills sacks and returned them fadtey as a

token of appreciation. n addi ti on to its ADrifted Snowo f I
products such as rolled oats and poultry f€ed.

Onthe morning of August 29, 1916, defective wiring in theet@usagniteda major fire at
Spery Vallejo. Before fire boats from Mare Island could douse the flattieslarge warehouse
thirteen Southern Pacific Railroad box cars, five automobilesttandgands of tons of wheat
were destroyed. Although the mill building survived, damage was a&stihat $500,000. In
order to ratiorthe manufacture of steel and ettheavy construction material preparing for

B3 A grain elevator facility stores grains in bulk and processes them vertiglgilyg on gravity, thereby saving labor

and time. The grain elevator concept, essentially a canvas or leather belt with buckets, was invented by a merchant,
W2aSLK 5FNIZ FyR FLIWEASR o6& |y SyaiaySSNEenws®ttieSNI 5dzy ol NI
"marine leg" which scooped loose grain from the hulls of ships, elevated it, and distributed it to bins by means of a
horizontal consignor. Early grain elevators were constructed from framed or cribbed wood which made them prone
to fires.

¥ Woolf, "Flour Milling Industry"; "A Territory Larger than Two States," Sperry Family, 2 (Nov. 121 &yd,

Business without Boundaries, 1089; "A Flour Combine," Los Angeles Times, august 9, 189 andma Canal
Authority. "A History of the Panama @d." Pancanal.com. Accessed May 04, 2017; Vallejo Marine Terminal.
"History of the Vallejo Marine Terminal." Accessed May 04, 28p@&rry Flour Company. "Sperry Flour Products in
Every Home." Advertisement. 1913.
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possible war, the federal government had sharply curtailed any construction that did not
contribute to the war efforf.he unusual authordion to rebuild and exparat theVallejo
Mills illustratesthep | a assedtil rolén supplying flour to the Entente Powel.

The United Statentry into the wam 1917created an even greatemaknd for flour to be
shipped to Europe, and pushadduction far above the amount needed domestically. The U
Government became the largest purchaser of fenoouragingnills to produce huge amounts
of flour andleadingto Sperry Flour Comparig greatest period of expansion and dominance on
the WesiCoast.Determined to increase the size of their operatioedpond to the market, and
also eagrto overcome the fire hazard presented byetindierredwoodtimber construction,

Sperry FlourC o mp a owpndrsengagedivil engineer Maurice C. Couchot (281933) who
had some recent experience with innovative industrial design. Couchot laid out a dite alan
complex of buildings which included an eiggtory flour mill and warehouse connectedto
monumental elevator with sixty grain storage sdtvaddling a rail lineHe oversawtheir
construction in the record time of one yéidre new grain silos and warehouse/mill (known as A &
B Mill) were connected to the old whaside mill (which remained in use but became known as C
Mill) by a conveyor bridg atthe thirdfloor level. The mill and silos were constructed by the then
young contacting firm of W. H. Dinwiddie (how Hathaway Dinwiddane ofthe most
successful construction firms in the countryhe following year the samengineerand
contractorcompleted a twsstory administration/laboratory building and a garage for
maintenance and repair of company veliclgs a result othe expansion afallejo Mills and

its other sitesSperry FloutCompany remained the industry powerhouse on the PaastC

and one of the three mgsvwerful milling companies in the nation. Plant Superintendesg

E. Godley pulled the spout and released wirga the new grinders on Now#er 22, 1917.

The new mill produced 1,800 barrels of flour ayrdin on its firs day. Functioning at full
capacity, it was able to produced 3,500 barrels perSjasrry Flour Company leaders referred to
the new Vallejo facilities as Aour crowning a
flone ofghe best illustrations to siadhe rapid progress made by our Companyrdytine past six
yeatts. 0

By 1918, with the U.S. fully engaged in World Wdnostilities, Sperry Flour Compariad

claimed international i mportance. Couchoto6s mi
industry publicati ons ttedate rils ofitstkindarsthe Gauntrg and f t h e
probably in the world. o Less than a year after

barrels of flour a day. The plant ran around the clock tdyme food for the war effort, and
employed 300 workers. Boom conditions at Sperry Vallejo lasted through 1920, when the U.S.
government was still making large orders. For example, in the summer of 1920 there were orders

15 Jim Ritch, "Sperry Fire Loss Set at0800," Vallejo Timeblerald, August 31, 1934, p2I@ CANBE 2 2y Qi 5S¢t I
{ LISNNE {dzldLX e8¢ al RSN} 9@SyAy3a /KNRYyAOt S m {SLIGSYdSNI
1916.

BgeKS ! NOKAGSOG Ay LyRdzid NXR I Sept.1948) 16109/ Hebry JonadlOKA G SOG | YR
al 3FTAYSNE 22Nl Ay3 F2NJ I DSyAdzaY aé ¢AYS -@ppk ! £ 0 SNI
I 2yFyld (2 9RAG2NE AOAR®DPI @2fd MyI y2d o O6mMpydoX oT .S
LRS2t2383x¢ W2dz2NyIFf 2F GKS {20ASde& 23B10WNdlKRRlolr$ditgdzNT € | A
Industry," chapter 8(Original fmtnote, Carey and Company, 2008

0
a
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for 6,000 tons ofinprocessedheatto be shipped to Norway and 1,000,000 pounds of wheat to be
shipped to the Philippines.

The robust growth that characterizéd 1910s and especially 191820 was not sustainable.

New routes and technologies developed during the war allowed for qustleaper transport of

grain, reducing prices and bringing new producers into the market. Increased production,
stimulated by the U.S. government during the war, led to a grain glut which farmers exacerbated
t hrough over ps\aleo klillsiplanhwas abtheecenterydtdgse developments, as

its stateof-the-art export facilities had conbuited significantly to the ovesroduction of flour in

the US. and globallyBy 1921, the end of the war and overproduction were having disastrous
effectsorSperryés finances. Roy Bishop moved into
get Sperry Flou€Companyback on track. The company secured a massive mortgage to acquire
working capital, and anticipated a shutdown of the Vallejod\ilantthe following year.Bishop

devoted himself to recovering domestic and export markets (particularly reviving the trade with
Asia which had been so important before the war), and avoided shutting down in 1922. The
company pursued innovative marketing strategies, aad@edal feed products, and absorbed
competing mills. These efforts were not enough to stave off the closure\édlte@ Mills for

over a year in 19225, but by the end of the decade Sperry Hoampanywas back on sound
financial footing*®

General Mils

In 1929 James F. Bell and Harry Bullis, owners of the newly formed General Mills Corporation

in Minneapolis, were buying mills all over the U.S. in order to enact their plan of market

consolidation. Sperry Flour Company was by this time attractivéoditerevived financial

strength (capital stock wtir $9,000,000) General Mills acquired the Sperry Flour Company and

virtually all the other important flour argtaining corporations in the country, using the weakness

of milling operations to consolidateh e nati onds mil | s GendrabMilg,ne gi a
functioning as a holding company in this period, allowed Sperry mills to function with relative
autonomy, retaining the wedistablished branty.

The lingering weakness of the milling indystombined with the economic hardships of the

Great Depression led to tensions within the Vallejo plant. On AptB34Plant Superintendent
CharlesBailey approved a 20% increase in wages for workers at the Vallejo Sperry plant. At the
same time, proddaion and grain prices had been steadily falling. The pay hike was likely the
result of tensions between the plant and its workers, as was seen in other industries during this
period. These conflicts place SpeRtpur Companyn the midst of the changes in
worker/employer relations occurring all over the nation during the 1930s. In 1937, 300

17 The Southwestern Journal of Gradf 2 dzZNE G { LISNNE 2Gf 2 ¢zNISNY NW & 2ty 2 & A L AXV2IZE NI | y
MpMy S onT apnnn . FNNBfa I 5Fe&3xé | S| fSactandmaBnichy2d BIMLINA &4 S =
1920.

18 JamegGray,Business without Boundari@dinneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1954,-118;¢ { LJS NNE
a2NIl3IF3aSa 1 Aa aAaftta G2 DSG 22Nl Ay3 /FLAGHEZE wSR . fdF¥F
August 1920;

19 Gray,Business without Boundariek48
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empl oyees (most if not all of the Vallejo pla
workersd union. However, the 9%508% st strike at

In 1934, not long after the wage hike, there was another major fire at Sperry Vallejo, which
destroyed the grain elevator (or bulk house) that had been constructed in the early 1910s when
Sperry first acquired the property. 300 sailors and firefr@n Mare Island battled the
conflagration foithreehours, but the grain elevator toppled into the bay before they atde to
control the blaze. llsodestroyed0 tons of flour and graiandthe marine leggrain hoist)

Perhaps due to their fireggbconstruction, the 1927918 buildings designed by Maurice

Couchot were not affected. The damage was estimated at $280,000. Despite the economic
depression, the buildings adjacent to the wharf were rep#ired.

Productionand export of flour to the rest the world began to increase in the late 1930s as war
loomed in Europe once again. The passage of theléase act in 1940 opened the floodgates,
doubling exports in just a few years asSlproducers began to meet the massiemand for

food stuffs inwar-torn Europe. By the time the U.S. entered the war, farm incomes had
recovered to their pr&929 leves. General Mills continued its fogproduction activities,
considered a patriotic duty during the war, and also diversified away from grain andt$lour.
mechanical division, ame responsible for keeping mill machinery running, began designing
torped@s and other war materiéd.

Henry Bullis, who became General Mills President in 1942, was planning for the postwar period
before World War Il ended. Past this plan was acquisitio®By 1946, General Mills owned the
Sperry Flour Company outrighdnd the U.S. government again controlled the vast majority of

the export marketsovernment and businekad learned lessons from the 1918 slump and were
determned not o repeat it. The Marshall Pldrad the dual purpose of rebuilding Europe and
absorbing massive.B. agricultural surpluse&eneral Mill&postwar economic plan sought to
increase production byesleloping a greater variety mfexpensive productsndmoremodern

efficient plantsTheearly postvar period brought the construction of two new additiorthe

site in order to keep up with production: the enornfeed warehouseear the waterfrordnd a

bag factoryat the south end of the sifaterdemolished)vere both constructed in 194hefan
shaped42,500 squaréoot reinforcedconcretd eed war ehouse was built o
recreational facilities. Its unique plan was a response to the need to fit such a large building into
a sitethat had been developed for nearly a century. Its long, curved east elevation conformed to
the alignment of the old rail line spurs, while the multiple vehicle doors at the north

20 Fearon, Peter. "Great Depression of the 1930s." In History of World Trade 86eetlited by John J.

McCusker, 33336. Vol. 1. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2@y, Business without Boundary, 1754,

esp. 147151 (Original f@tnote, Carey and Company, 2Q0Blistory of agricultural priceupport and adjustment

programs, 133-84: background for 1985 farm legislation. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Dept. of Agridattanemic

Research Service, 19843; 0 { LISNNE Cf 2dzNJ aAff 22NJ SNBR W2AYy "Soano2y ¢ { Iy
Yesterdays." Vallejo Times Herald (Valledgyil 3, 1974 Evening News.; Ibid, April 2.

2 RSN} ¢NAROdzyS>X om ! dz3dzald mdponT GCANB 5SaiNBeéea al NAyYyS
1934,

22"Exports and Imports." Farming ingt940s, Living History Farm. Accessed May 05, 2017nHigtGeneral

Mills, 1941¢ 1946, General Mills 201Bftps://history.generalmills.com/thestory.html, Accessed 15 May 2017.
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acknowledged the new dependence on trucks for transportation in the gostiwdr Another
notable el ement of the unique industrial buil

window alongthe entire long curve of the east elevatiwhichflooded the building with natural
light. The building was connected to thel¥9Varehouse/Mill with an overhead conveyor bridge
just below the old conveyor bridgéeneral Mills also painted its own logo on the sifoslly

doing away with the venerable Sperry Fl@ampanybrand?®

After 1950, the scale of building never agaiatained the largscale construction programs of
theperiods around the world wafdewbulk housesvererequiredfor grain storagever the
decades, in part becausetloé change to pneumatic conveyance systémi957, the old Starr

Mill near the wharf irned down, and General Mills did not rebuild it. A bulk house constructed
that year featured fireesistant corrugated asbestos cladding. A second new bulk house was
constructed next to the 1957 Bulk House in 19B&nstruction of this storage facility ioeided

with the start of a long period of decline leading to the eventual closure of the f&ylitye
mid-1960s, operations had contracted in scale and scope. Wllijonvas producing only flour,
having abandoned its ambitious animal feed progréirhad 150 employees, less than half of
those employed during its World War | heyday. Three ancillary storage and shop buildings were
constructed in the mid980s, along with a mill run canoysilosat the south end of the site
demolished c20)5or morestorage. In 1992 a bulk house was added adjacent i®#vdeed
warehouse, the last additionttee site. General Mills gradually reduced production aveejo
facility culminating in the closure dfallejo Mills in 200424

Historical Significancefo  t h e Ma n a gaad ASseciatedBsiiiditgs n c e
Construction of t dueng MalateanmaaerdsnturR @ssxpahson dusng

the first decade of the twentieth century 1id7 remodel into a First Bay Traditiatyle house,

andits ongoing use as a dwelling for the plant superintendent demonstrate important aspects of
Vall ejo Millsd history Tame Méarea grarnGasy e@arsa g e | ar
same area further il lustrat e the siteaSettapad frosnthper i nt
industrial buildings on the wooded hilltagne naturalistic sitingof the domestiand ability of its

natural wood shingles to blend with the surrounding landscape are important aspects of the First

Bay Tradition. A domestictgle of architecture developed in the 1880s, its most significant

examples are found in semiral areas near San Francisco. Developed by Joseph Wurster in the
Oakland Hills in the 1880s, Bernard Maybeck and Julia Morgan amagits most significant
praditioners.Although this relatively simple example lacks #irehitecturabistinction of

landmark example§per ry Fl our Companyés investment 1in
Godl eyds family shows ite-date lboosmgsiatamenityforthe o pr ov i
pl ant 6 s therdesirabiljite af living on an industrial site in an age before easy car travel,

andt he necessity f or -thecleckgresgneerinianihdastrydcenstanlys r o u n c
threatened by fire. The fact that managerdinaed to live on site through the end of the period

of significance showthe ongoing value to the company of having the penseharge

2 History of agricultural pricsupport and adjustment programs, 1983: background for 1985 farm legislation.

Washington, D.C.:.8. Dept. of Agriculture, BEcomic Research Service, 1984;33

24 Vallejo City Directories, 19@m pc p T 9Ny S&aid 5@ 2 A0KSfazx G¢KS {LISNNE t A2y
late 20" century activitiesCarey and Compan2008, p 1718.
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constantly present, and the fact that although lifeseybelsliving conditiondvad changed
significantly bythe 1966 t he fr ee house was sufficient inc

keep living at the plant.

Jesse (Jessie) E. Godley was plant superintendent from at least928,4and probably the

most important local manager in the history of the Vallejosvidl si t e. He was | oca
siteds most <critical period of development: t
1910s and the era of crisis that followed. Godley managed the mill, living on the site in the
Manager 6 s Res i dasonBay Streett whichavdsdchaegedsto Derr Street in the

late 1950s) with his family. Born in California about 1870, Godley married a woman named

Mary in 1900, and the couple had three children over the next decade, so they were a family of

five when theylived at Vallejo Mills. Godley worked in the flour milling business for decades,

and by 1910 was a flour company manager in Sausalito before moving to Sperry Vallejo. It was
under Godl eyds management that t helesigneduby r ei nf
Maurice C. Couchot were constructed. Godley would also have overseen the remodel of the
Manager 0s Residence, where he | ishinglddfdrmr over
Mary Godley died in 1926, and Jesse left the flour milling mess and moved to Napa about

that time?

Charles R. Bailey assumed the leadership role at Sperry Vallejo about 1930. Like Godley,

Bailey was a career flour man, and had worked as a mill foreman in Wash8tgtehefore
moving to Vallejo. He livedinth®lanager 6 s Resi dence with his wi
1930s. Already in his fifties when he assumed
the time the pair moved into the hoi8e.

By 1939, Peter Christensen was Plant Superintendent. €&t was born in Wyoming about
1888, and lived in the Manager s Residence wi
was common for families to make ends meet by taking in lodgers. A married couple, a flour

packer and flour blender at the plamnted a room from the Christensens. Christensen

managed the plant until at least 19R8issell H. Dean was superintendent during the early

1960s, and | i vRedidence until htéeeasMabb.ager 0 s

Criterion A Conclusion

Sperry Flour Company Vaile Mills is significant for its important role in the development of
Californiads flour milling i ndusdpurrgdbyWand f or
War I. Sperry Flour Company wame of the three largest U.S. flour companaxl Vallgo

Mills was its largest plantt wasone of the largest and most technologically advanced flour

mills in the nation inhe late 1910sVallejo Mills was one of the facilities thatlowed the U.S.

to increase production sufficiently to feed its own aang domestic populaticas well as its

25U.S. CensuRecords, Sausalito, 1910, Vallejo, 1920; Vallejo City Directory, 1915; Oakland Tribune, 14 June 1925,
27.

26U.S. Census Records, Parkland, Washington, 1920, Vallejo, 1930; Vallejo City Directory, 1933.

27U.S. Census Records, Vallejo, 1940, Vallejo Céyt@iy, 1939 1948.
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allies during that conflict® Vallejo Mills was an important local employand one of the plants
that helped transform the town into an industrial powerhdgeng the 45 years followinthe
creation of the worldvde food system during/orld War | that systenevolved and changed
response to changing realitiesd Vallejo Mills exemplified many of the broad trends that
governed the flour milling business: industry contraction in the early 1920s, consoliddtien at
end of the decade with the rise of General Mills, a second period of intpnsdwection during
Worl d War 11, the industryods cwhendheU. 8. mained new
even more market dominance in processed grain f@mhe eventual contraction and decline

of U.S. flour milling The buildings added to the site over the decades demonstrate the Historic
Di str i ct @ evolutierx re¢pontingtoythe changing demands of the world food
economyand changing manufactag and transportation technologhhis diversity allows the

site to convey its significant contribution to U.S. flour milling for the entire period of
significance.

Criterion C: Industrial Architecture and Design

Maurice C. Couchot

Maurice C. Couchot wdsorn in France about 1871 and came to the U.S. as a teenager about
1888 Research (including contacting Couofsodiescendants) has revealed no details about his
formal education, so he may have attended engineering school in Bdeolpeed at first in San
Francisco, and marriedRaenchCanadian woman named BertBauthillierin 1898 Thecouple
lived in Alameda, andhad four childrerbetween 1901 and 191Phey were socially prominent

in Alameda, and Bertlia hostessing efforts were covered in local newspa@erschot would
become welknown as a structural engineer later on in his career, but he appears Wwohiaaack

in a variety ofengineering jobsintl he was about 35. Between 1888d 1906 helistedhis
occupation variously as engineer, mining engineer, and mechanical engineer, only calling
himself a structural or civil engineer lafér.

About 1905, Couchot began partnering with architects in building design and gaining recognition

as a structural g/neer. Oven career that spanned taada-half decades, he designed or acted

as a consulting engineer on many large and-pigffile institutional, industrial and commercial
buildings.His first known workwasthe Marysville Free Library, designed wiitilliam Curlett

and constructed in 1968 ( C o u & tescéndasname several other early works that may

have preceded it but have not been confirm@djlett and Couchaised reinforced concrete for
theBeauxXAr t s | i brary bui | dterairgodcement was mventedentthemid. Co n
nineteenth century, and the firsinforced concretbuildings in Northern California were not

constructed until the mi@880s. Use of steel to add tensile strength to brittle concrete was still

quite rare at thautn of the twentieth century. By 1904, Couchot whlisadycontributing articles

to engineering publications and giving public talks urging its use. About 1905, he became an
agent for Joseph Kahnodés fiKahn Syste@hose a met h

28 The importance of flour to the war effort is perhaps difficult to understand for those used to the more varied
modern diet, but contemporary sources indicate that bread was still often the main source of calories during this
period and it was common for a person to eat a pound a day.

22U.S. Census Records, Alameda, CA, 1900, A86eda County Marriage Records, 21 April 1898,

Directories, Alameda, California, 19Q906;
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brother was renownedddustrialarchitect Albert Kahn) patented in 1902. Couchot designed the
Marysville library using the Kahn Bars for reinforceméht.

Couchot 0s whdtwasat thectignea relatrively new type of construction was

undoubtedly strerthened by his experience in the Great San Francisco Earthquake and Fire in

1906. Couchot inspected and photographed San Francisco on April 18, 1906 and the days

following, carefully recording which buildings performed well and which failed. In May,

Architect and Engineer devoted its entire issue to the effects of the earthquake. An article
Couchot authored concluded that AClIass A0 ste
others in the quake, and pointed out that the few reinforced concrete buildBeys Francisco

Aal | st oo Heandihe fewthatwehthwuaugh t he fire came out
Couchot continued to strongly advocate that engineers and architects use structural steel to
reinforce concrete conrsuacatuican omf. Sdire Fraan diguac
environment created unprecedented opportunity for architects and engineers at the region

undertook rebuilding, and as an enginebp had already been advocating for an earthquake

resistant construction method Couchot wased to take advantage of that opportunity. He soon

began to gain local and even regional promineBgehe middle of 1906, heada commission

for the tenstory reinforceeconcreterife Building (sincedemolished)n San FranciscdVhen he

entered a partnership with E.Thurston, Jr. in 190Engineering News described Couchot as a
structural engineering expert and a fApioneer
San Franciscoo6s firsti®reinforced concrete bui

As Couchot 6s p rincfeasadshie begaa to recesvd cerbnrissidny for important
commercial and public buildings, often as a member of a team in a dynamic a series of
partnerships with architects andliée¥ engineers. Beginning in 190@ was a member of several
firms: first Couchot ad O &haughnessy, th&ouchot and Thurston, MacDonald and Couchot

in the early 1910s, Couchot and Markwart beginning in 1918, and then Couchot, Rosenwald and
Roeth and briefly Couchot and Rosenwald. His shpgtgect collaborations (as well as the

abovef or mal partnerships) resulted in a distingt
(1908) replacement for the pearthquake company headquarters and a National Historic
Landmark, Oakland Municipal Auditorium (19135), and the Palace of Fine Artsith Bernard
Maybeck) and French Building (1915) at the Panama Pacific Exposition. Couchot partnered with
different architectural design teams on each of these projects, but they share several
characteristics. Tselarge buildings are in prominent locaticssd designed to be impressive
enough to act as emblems of the entities that commissioned them. Architectural influences
ranged fromBeawAr t s c | assi ci s m-inspred fMatasy feutthe dEldinBso ma n

Vad/ ® /| 2dz0K2GZ /| P9 P GwSAYF2NOSR /2y ONBGS lRryaldNUzOGAzZ2Y
CSoNHzt NBE mMdpncT W2KYy wd 5dzyf LI a¢KS 9y3IAYSSNAYy3I al 3T A
{rfY2y> 9L¢ IyR aS3aKly 9tftA2G0% t ®9d> ac¢KS Ky {&adsSy
Structure, Apr 2013, accessed 2 May 2017.

31 Maurice Couchot, C.H,1 246 GKS 9F NI Kljdzr 1S ! FFSOGSR / SNIFAY . dzAf RAY
' YSNAOIY {20ASie 2F / A@GAf 9y3IAYSSNEZ a¢NlyalOGAz2yazé t |
News Publishing Company: New York, Jandane 1907; Reseer has not revealed details about any buildings

Couchot designed in San Francisco prior to 1907.

N
Y
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share a focus on technical innovation andresti distinction derived from careful proportions
paired with lavish decorative detaifs.

Despite the large number of notable commercial and public buildings with whish he
associated, it is Couchotds i nensigetperiodot bui | di
professional activity from roughly 1918920) that best express the full range of his talents. The
NRHP-listed National Carbon Company (1917) is a recognized example: Couchot usaddire
earthquakeesistant reinforced concrete to ceeah expansive and technologicalipovative
manufacturing spacéts facadewasreplete with Classical motifs that distinguished the building
from its wutilitarian neighbors. Couchotds wunu
possible enginering standards that were also aesthetically appegkhded remarkable seilts

and it led to many more commissions during the World War | era. During this péimténse

productivity Couchds commissions includedltire factory in Oakland, a power plant in

Alameda, a suspensidridge ad pipeline in the Sierra Nevadand a rice mill near

Sacrament o. Hi s 1917 desi ghhuiolfdiSmpgerplyarrtl oaamr \Ce
waterfront led to several more commissions for that large company, and over the next two years

he degyned mills for the company in Ogden, Utah, and Spokane and Tacoma, Washington.

Couchot designed a Southern Pacific warehouse, constructed in San Francisco in 1920, and

shortly thereafter two Sperry mills in Southern Califorfia.

Couchot 6s i offineustsalbuildingplesigni carrdsponds to U.S. involvement in

World War | and the period immediately after the war. This was a time of intense mobilization of

the U.S. economy to support the war effort with weapons, food for troops, transport, and othe
necessities. Weapon manufacture also led to a shortage of steel, making construction of large
industrial buildings with less expensive, more-fiesistant, and equally lodzkaring reinforced
concrete newly attract i v damed¥dpowdr @mpadysandSheer ry F
National Carbon Company buildings were all pictured in 1918 and 1919 issues of Architect and
Engineer alongside articles discussing the merits of reinforced concrete. The Sperry Flour Mill

was even featured in a roof compaulyertisement?

After World War |, Couchot returned his focus to designing notable commercial and institutional
buildings. His audience had expanded beyond Northern California, and two distinguished

Southern California buildings, the Glendale Southernfied2epot (1923), and the Los Angeles
BroadwaySpring Arcade (1922 924) exempl i fy Couchotds techni
decorative details inspired by Spanish precedents in contrast to earlier buildings constructed in
Northern California. Other signifémt works he produced in the 1920s included the Senator

Hotel in Sacramento, the Francesca Apartments in Sacramento, and the Bellevue Club in

32 National Register of Historic Places Nomination Fdtational Carbon Company, Prepared by Anna B. Frej,

January 1983, 3; Judith Prine McBriPocket Guidéo Los Angeles Architectud/.W. Norton & Company: New

York, 2009, 57.

33 National Register of Historic Places Nomination Fétatjonal Carbon Company, Prepared by Anna B. Frej,
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Engineer, April 1919, 1.
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Oakland. At the time of his death in 1933, he was an internationally renowned structural
engineeyand one of therojects mentioned in his obituary was Sperry Flour Company Vallejo
Mills .3

Reinforced Concret®lill Design

As discussed above, the choice of reinforced concrete as a building material allowed for better
fireproofing and increased structural stabilityafities that had led Couchot to become a pioneer

i n t he maThel9li7 adildngs ate smech larger than the older mill buildings, because
reinforced concrete allowed for longer spans than wood frame construdimsize of the mill

and silos wez important elements in Vallejo Mills ability to begin producing unprecedented
volumes of flour And its relatively frugal use of steel meant that the materials were available for
speedy construction during wartime.addition, the choice of material apwith the narrow
footprint of the mill portion of the building allowed for the very large window openings to bring
abundant natural light into the work areas. Operable steel windows brought crucial ventilation to
the inherently dusty businessgrinmilling.

Site Plan Innovations

The thoughtful and innovative siting of the 1917 industrial buildings (slightly removed from the
waterfront and exting buildings and straddling a rail linis)an important aspect of its design
Construction could start right awamther than waiting for cleamp after the firesince it was not
adjacent to the old buildingallowing the acceleratemhe-yearconstruction schedule to become

a reality.The close physical proximity of tmewmill, warehouse, and grain elevator and their
siting around the rail line were important innovations that allowed for incréacestrial

efficiency.

Couchot andperry Flour Company Identity

The siting of the four Couchot buildings between the waterfront and hilSidey c hot 6 s ef f o
exploit the aesthetic potential of concrete itself, and his facility at combining utilitarian industrial
building design with decorative features make Vallejo Mills an unusually attractive industrial

site. Larger buildings are sited behind smaller ones, givingtéha sarmonious balance

between the vertical silos and horizontal warehouse as well as a pleasing stepped®nassing.

Sperry Flour Company recogniztite beauty of Vallejo Mills, and used the silos as a canvas for

a giant painting of its logo visible frorhé water (as did General Mills years lat@hp site also
served as a template for Sperryds newer mill s
the characteristics of the 1918 Vallejo Mills Buildingsincluding administradon buildings

modeled on Couchdt Vallejo Adminigration and Laboratory Building

1947 Feed Warehouse
Although its unknowrdesigner has not received the recognition of an acknowledged master like
Couchot, the feed warehouse is also notable for its dédignunusual fan shape with a long

35 National Register of Historic Places Nomination Fétatjonal Carbon Company, Prepared by Anna B. Frej,

January 1983, 3;
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Architectural Historians, Decerab1995, 54.
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curving elevation was an extremely creative response to the need to add an enormiogstouild

a heavilybuilt site.Sandwiched between the rail line and waterfront, the building made the most

of the available land by ignoring the template of the traditional rectilinear buildingl{slamorth

elevation, completely devoted to loading baystfocks, makes the building a perfect expression

of the transition from water and rail to truck transplbralso demonstrates the maturation of the

use of reinforced concrete, which by the postwar period was de rigeur for industrial construction.

A fiberglassclerestorywindow stretches along the entire curved east elevation just below the

roofline, providing natural light to the interidtiket he bui | di nandfatroofthe que pl
clerestoryis a modernist elemerfiberglassvasatechnologicallyinnovativematerialthat was
alsofire-resistant

Criterion C Conclusion

Vallejo Mills is significant at the local level as a district that represadtstinctive entity in

which functional and aesthetic considerations were blended to feisnally arrestingndustrial
site. The World War dera buildings that form the core of the Historic District were the work of
renowned structural engineer Maurice Cu€lwot, a pioneer in the use of reinforced concrete in
building construction as well as a desigokaesthetically sophisticated buildinghese

buildings were both templates for future mills constructed by Sperry Flour Company and used as
emblems of theompany.The1917%1918 buildings as well as the 1947 feed warehouse exhibit
technologically innovative use of site plasensitivity to the siteandpioneering use of new
materials.The buildings constructed toward the end of the period of significaneeless
groundbreaking, but are important aglt$ contributors because the site as a whole
demonstratethe evolution ofndustrial architecturevermanydecades
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Primary location of additional data:
State HistoridPreservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Name of repository:

Solano, California

County and State

Historic ResourcesSurvey Number (if assigned):

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property__30

Use either the UTM system or latitubtegitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees)
Datum if othethan WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude:38.081426 Longitude: -122.244299
2. Latitude:38.080168 Longitude:-122.244337
3. Latitude:38.081874 Longitude:-122.245667
4. Latitude: Longitude:

Or

UTM References
Datum(indicated on USGS map)

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
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1. Zone: Easting: Northing:

2. Zone Easting Northing

3. Zone Easting: Northing

4. Zone Easting: Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the peoty.)
The property encompasses all of the parcels APN-Q86220 and 0061.60-230, as
recorded at the Solano County Assessoro6s off

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
The Historic District boundaries are the bdaries of the parcel and the approximate
boundaries of the flour mill property during the period of significance

11.Form Prepared By

nameltitle Kara Brunzel] Historian ad Architectural Historian
Cynthia Ripley, Architect
organization Brunzell Historical
street & number__1613 B Street
city or towrnn__Napa state _California zip code__94559
e-mail__kara.brunzell@yahoo.com
telephone:_707/2902918
date_ 19 May 2017

Additional Documentation
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Submit the following items with the completed form:

1 Maps: A USGS mapor equivalen{7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

1 Sketch mapfor historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all ghographs to this map.

1 Additional items: (Check with the SHPOTPO,or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferre@t 30 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs

to the sketch majzach photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to

the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,

photo date, etc. maybest ed once on the photograph | og a
every photograph

Photo Log
Photo Log

Name of Property: Sperry Mill Historic District
City or Vicinity: Vallejo
County: Solano
State: California
Photographer: Wayne Law
Date of Photograps: August 2016
Location of Original Digital File:
Brunzell Historical
1613 B Street
Napa, California
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, including description of view indicating direction
of camera:

Photo #1 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill HistoBestrict_001)

Historic District overview from northwest with Company Garage, Administration and
Laboratory Building, Grain Elevator, Mill and Warehouse, and Feed Warehouse (working
clockwise from center left), camera facing southeast

Photograph 1 of 27

Photo #2 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_002)
Feed Warehouse, northwest facade, camera facing south
Photograph 2 of 27

Photo #3 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_003)
Feed warehouse, northwest facade, camera facing southeast
Photograph 3 of 27

Photo #4 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_004)

Feed Warehouse, southwest facade, bakery bulk house, northwest facade, camera facing
southeast

Photograph 4 of 27

Photo #5 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic Distri@d5)
View of wharf and waterfront, camera facing south.
Photograph 5 of 27

Photo #6 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_006)

Grain Elevator, north and west facades,,Mill and Warehouse, north and west facades, Old
Bulk House, north facade, ceera facing southeast.

Photograph 6 of 27

Photo #7 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_007)

Mill and warehouse, north and west facades, old bulkhouse, north facade, Grain elevator,
west facade, grain silos, west facade, camera facing southeast

Photograph 7 of 27

Photo #8 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_008)

Bakery Bulk House and Feed Ware arehouse, southwestern facades, camera facing north
Photograph 8 of 27

Photo #9 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_009)

Commny Garage, west and south facades, camera facing north.

Photograph 9 of 27

Photo #10 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0010)
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Administration and Laboratory building, north and west facades, Grain Elevator, north and
west facades, cameraciag southeast.
Photograph 10 of 27

Photo #11 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0011)
Administration building, detail parapet, cartouche and conrice, camera facing east.
Photograph 11 of 27

Photo #12 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Histobiestrict_0012)
Administration building, west facade, camera facing east.
Photograph 12 of 27

Photo #13 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0013)
Rail lines between grain silos and flour mill, camera facing southwest
Photograph 13 of 27

Photo #14 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0014)

New Bulk House and Old Bulk House, northeast facade, wharf, camera facing southwest
from mill building

Photograph 14 of 27

Photo #15 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0015)

Warelouse, southeast facade, welding shop, southwest facade, pipe storage, southwest and
southeast facades, grain silos, southwest and southeast facades, forklift repair, southwest
facade, camera facing north.

Photograph 15 of 27

Photo #16 (CA_Solano County_&py Mill Historic District_0016)

Forklift repair, southeast and southwest facades, flour mill, southwest facade, grain silos,
southeast and southwest facades, camera facing north.

Photograph 16 of 27

Photo #17 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic Dist 0017)

Mill and Warehouse, south and east facades, grain silos, south and west facades, camera
facing northwest.

Photograph 17 of 27

Photo #18 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0018)

Historic District overview from south with New Bulkhse, Flour Mill and Warehouse,
Grain Elevator and silos, and ancillary buildings in foreground, camera facing north.
Photograph 18 of 27

Photo #19 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0019)

Manager 6s Residence, nineasth facade, camer a
Photograph 19 of 27
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Photo #20 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0020)
Manager 6s Residence, north and east facades,
Photograph 20 of 27

Photo #21 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0021)
Ma n a gGaragesnortheast facade, camera facing west
Photograph 21 of 27

Photo #22 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0022)
Barn, south and east facades, camera facing northwest
Photograph 22 of 27

Photographer: Kristen Lucas

Photo #23 (CA_SolanGounty_Sperry Mill Historic District_0023)

Interior, north ground floor of mill building with ductwork and catwalks, camera facing
northwest

Photograph 23 of 27

Photographer: Kristen Lucas

Photo #24 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0024)

Interior, south ground floor of mill building with machinery, camera facing southeast
Photograph 24 of 27

Photographer: Kristen Lucas

Photo #25 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0025)

Interior, north fourth floor of mill building with ductsnd flour bins, camera facing southeast
Photograph 25 of 27

Photographer: Kristen Lucas

Photo #26 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0026)

Interior, central fourth floor of mill building with ducts and equipment, camera facing
northwest

Phdograph 26 of 27

Photographer: Kristen Lucas

Photo #27 (CA_Solano County_Sperry Mill Historic District_0027)

Interior, south fourth floor of mill building with ducts and equipment, camera facing
southeast

Photograph 27 of 27
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38.079683, -122.244294
38.077925, -122.241290
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38.081372, -122.243822
38081980, -122.242706
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Map provided by MyTopo.com

Figure 1: Location Map with Latitude and Longitude

Sectiors 9end page45



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Sperry Flour Co. Vallejo Mills Historic District
Name of Property

arn
;Q‘ . Manager's Garage
Manager's House

Eg

Garage Administration
Building

&

Solano, California

County and State

Key:
- Contributing Structure

- Vallejo Marine Terminal

City of Vallejo

______________ -

B -
o -“ _
hI% -@éé. ......
~
< -
Y -
. -

e e 822y O

Figure 2: Sketch Map showing property ownership boundaries and contributing resources with photo key.
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Figure 3: Photo Key, Flour Mill interior photos.
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Figure 4: Sanborn Insurance Map, Vallejo, California, 1919.
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Figure 5: Sanborn Insurance Map, Vallejo, California, 1919-1950
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Solano, California

Figure 6: Sperry Flour Company Advertisement, Los Angeles Herald, 17 March 1920.
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Ma n a g afteréesparRiers 1968¢ \feltep Historical and Maritime Museum Collection.
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Figure 8: Sperry Flour Mill from Mare Island with Mill and Warehouse Building center frame in front of Grain Elevator,
Administration and Laboratory Building far left, Architect and Engineer, 1918.
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Figure 10: Sperry Flour Mill from under the conveyor bridge with Administration and Laboratory Building center frame
behind railroad cars, Manager 6 s Resi de nc@ompamy Gatage ldfiti102D, VallejmHistorical and Maritime
Museum Collection.
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