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Conservation and Open Space Element

well as the cost of replacement, and/or replacement of up to three
times the number of trees required by the ordinance. If oak trees are
removed without a tree removal permit, the County Planning
Department may choose to deny or defer approval of any application
for development of that property for a period of up to 5 years. All
monies received for replacement of illegally removed or damaged
trees shall be deposited in the County’s Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan (INRMP) conservation fund.
PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL RESOURCES
GOAL 7.5: CULTURAL RESOURCES
Ensure the preservation of the County’s important cultural resources.
OBJECTIVE 7.5.1: PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
Creation of an identification and preservation program for the County’s cultural
resources.
Policy 7.5.1.1

The County shall establish a Cultural Resources Ordinance. This
ordinance shall provide a broad regulatory framework for the mitigation of
impacts on cultural resources (including historic, prehistoric and
paleontological resources) by discretionary projects. This Ordinance
should include (but not be limited to) and provide for the following:
A. Appropriate (as per guidance from the Native American Heritage
Commission) Native American monitors to be notified regarding
projects involving significant ground-disturbing activities that could
affect significant resources.
B. A 100-foot development setback in sensitive areas as a study threshold
when deemed appropriate.
C. Identification of appropriate buffers, given the nature of the resources
within which ground-disturbing activities should be limited.
D. A definition of cultural resources that are significant to the County.
This definition shall conform to (but not necessarily be limited to) the
significance criteria used for the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP) and the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR)
and Society of Vertebrate Paleontology.
E. Formulation of project review guidelines for all development projects.
F. Development of a cultural resources sensitivity map of the County.
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Policy 7.5.1.2

Reports and/or maps identifying specific locations of archaeological or
historical sites shall be kept confidential in the Planning Department but
shall be disclosed where applicable.

Policy 7.5.1.3

Cultural resource studies (historic, prehistoric, and paleontological
resources) shall be conducted prior to approval of discretionary projects.
Studies may include, but are not limited to, record searches through the
North Central Information Center at California State University,
Sacramento, the Museum of Paleontology, University of California,
Berkeley, field surveys, subsurface testing, and/or salvage excavations.
The avoidance and protection of sites shall be encouraged.

Policy 7.5.1.4

Promote the registration of historic districts, sites, buildings, structures,
and objects in the National Register of Historic Places and inclusion in the
California State Office of Historic Preservation’s California Points of
Historic Interest and California Inventory of Historic Resources.

Policy 7.5.1.5

A Cultural Resources Preservation Commission shall be formed to aid in
the protection and preservation of the County’s important cultural
resources. The Commission’s duties shall include, but are not limited to:
A. Assisting in the formulation of policies for the identification,
treatment, and protection of cultural resources (including historic
cemeteries) and the curation of any artifacts collected during field
collection/excavation;
B. Assisting in preparation of a cultural resources inventory (to include
prehistoric sites and historic sites and structures of local importance);
C. Reviewing all projects with identified cultural resources and making
recommendations on appropriate forms of protection and mitigation;
and
D. Reviewing sites for possible inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places, California Register, and other State and local lists of
cultural properties.
The County shall request to become a Certified Local Government (CLG)
through the State Office of Historic Preservation. Certification would
qualify the County for grants to aid in historic preservation projects. The
Cultural Resources Preservation Commission could serve as the
Commission required for the CLG program.

Policy 7.5.1.6
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The County shall treat any significant cultural resources (i.e., those
determined California Register of Historical Resources/National Register
of Historic Places eligible and unique paleontological resources),
documented as a result of a conformity review for ministerial
development, in accordance with CEQA standards.
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