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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 
TO: Office of Planning and Research FROM: Department of Parks and Recreation 
 1400 Tenth Street  Colorado Desert District 
 Sacramento, CA  95814  200 Palm Canyon Drive 
   Borrego Springs, CA  92004-5005 
 
PROJECT TITLE:  Right-of-entry permit and image testing 
 
LOCATION:  Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, S-22 and Rock House Canyon  
 
COUNTY:  San Diego 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT:  Project consists of testing of airborne 
imaging sensors and issuance of a right-of-entry (ROE) permit to General Atomics to conduct same at 
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.  Project personnel would drive only on roads open to the general 
public, would then park and walk into the site at Clark Dry Lake.  Personnel will carry lightweight 
equipment such as aluminum spheres, trihedral, or plastic traffic cone to be placed on the ground – 
no digging.  Personnel on the ground will have GPS and be in radio contact with manned aircraft that 
will fly overhead at normal altitudes (tens of thousands of feet) that will use the on-the-ground 
equipment as a test target for imagery.  Testing will be conducted 1-2 times per month, year-round, 
except during rain.  ROE permit will be one year, renewable. 
 
DPR-approved standard project requirements have been incorporated into this project.  A copy of 
these requirements may be obtained by submitting a request to the project Environmental 
Coordinator listed below. 
 
PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT:  California Department of Parks and Recreation 
 
NAME OF DIVISION OR DISTRICT CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT:  Colorado Desert District 
 
EXEMPT STATUS:   Categorical Exemption Class:  5, 6 Section:  15305, 15306 
 
REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT:  No potential for significant impacts to the environment is 
anticipated in compliance with Section 15300.2. Project consists of minor alterations in land use 
limitations in areas with an average slope of less than 20%, which do not result in any changes in 
land use or density; and basic data collection and research which do not result in a serious or major 
disturbance to an environmental resource. 
 
. 
 
 
CONTACT: James C. Dice PHONE NO.:  (760) 767-4037 
 Colorado Desert District EMAIL:  jdice@parks.ca.gov 
 
 
   
 Gail Sevrens, District Superintendent, Acting 
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